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Mr. FELCH. Mr. President, I desire to say 
eomething on this bill, having reported it from the 
Committee on Pablic Lands. As the Senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. Unverwoop] has proposed 
an amendment, which in point of fact changes the 
whole policy of the system proposed by the original 
ill. it becomes a matter of a great deal of import- 
nt. Before saying, anything on the subject, I 
should like to refer to some statistics, given us 
yesterday in the speech of the honorable Senator 
fom Kentucky. 

if it be agreeable to the Senator from Iowa, 
who has charge of the bill, [ would move to post- 
none its further consideration until the day after 
to-morrow, that I may have an opportunity of 
referring lO the remarks of the Senator from Ken- 
«eky, Which have not yet been published. The 
amendment has just been laid on our tables, and I 
would like to examine it. I would, therefore, sug- 
vest to the Senator from Iowa, the propriety of 
allowing the matter to lie over until the day after 
+-morrow, or some subsequent day. I move to 
postpone the further consideration of this subject 
until the day after to-morrow, (Tharsday.) 

The motion was agreed to, and then, on motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, January 27, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Rev. Mr. Butrver. 
‘TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to know if there is 
any question before the House? 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 
The SPEAKER. The unfinished business of 


yesterday is the business in order, being the report 
of the Committee on Printing, and upon which the 
gentleman from Mississippi |[Mr. Napers] is en- 
titled to the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it not in order for me to 
make a motion to go into Committee of the Whole 
upon the state of the Union? 

TheSPEAKER. It will be in order, if the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi will yield the floor for 
that purpose; but not in order otherwise. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I appeal to the House, I 

appeal to the gentleman from Mississippi, to per- 
mut this question to pass over until to-morrow, or 
some subsequent morning, and allow me to make 
a motion that the House go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, with the view 
to dispose of the bill upon which debate was closed 
last Saturday, providing for the payment of the 
last installment of the indemnity to Mexico. The 
debate has been closed upon that bill, and all 
that is necessary is to go into committee, and 
finish it, I think it ought to be done; and there- 
fore I feel bound, in the discharge of my duty, 
to make that appeal to the House and to the 
gentieman: 
_Mr. MeMULLIN. I suggest to the gentleman 
from Alabama, [Mr. Hovsron,] and also to the 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Nasers,] if it 
is practicable at this stage of our proceedings to 
40 80, to refer the subject, which comes up ‘as a 
matter of course, to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. Then the object of the 
gentleman from Alabama can be effected; and the 
gentleman from Mississippi will have much more 
latitude in committee than he can have in the 
House. I desire to know of the Speaker, if it is 
how competent to submit the motion by the con- 
sent of the gentleman from Mississippi ? 

The SPEAKER, The motion to refer is in or- 
der, The gentleman from Mississippi, however, 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. N eMULLIN. Then I ask my friend from 
“Ississippi to yield me the floor for the purpose 
of Submitting that motion. 

Mr. NABERS. Very well. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Ihave obtained the consent 


aca gentleman from Mississippi to move that 
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Whole on the state of the Union; and upon that 
question I demand the previous question. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. 1 desire to sug- 
gest, for the benefit of my colleague for he may 
not be aware of it—that, if he yield the floor in 
this way, he would not be entitled to it in the 
committee, and therefore could not go on then 
without general consent. 

Mr. VENABLE. He will get it, of course. 

Veices. He will have it by general consent. 

Mr. GORMAN. I rise to inquire what the 
; question Is¢ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was about to pro- 
pound the question. It is: That the joint resolu- 
tion reported by the gentleman from Indiana, from 
he Committee on Printing, be referred te the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; and upon that question the previous ques- 
tion has been Gratiisted. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to inquire, what would be 
the effect of sustaining the previous question ? 
Suppose the House, after the previous question 
has been sustained, refuses to refer this resolution 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, I ask if it would not bring the House to a 
vote immediately upon the passage of the resolu- 
tion, as it is, without further discussion upen it? 

The SPEAKER. That would be the effect. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must interpose, 
and say to gentlemen that this conversation Is en- 
tirely out of order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to know what will 
| be the practical effect of the motion which I have 
| submitted ? 

The SPEAKER. It will be to bring the House 
to a vote—first, upon referring, and if that be neg- 
| atived, then upon the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Without further discus- 
sion ? 

The SPEAKER. Yes. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Then I must beg leave to 
withdraw the call for the previous question; and [| 
appeal to the House, upon all sides, to allow this 
motion to prevail; and when the subject shall have 
been referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, { hope that, by general 
consent, the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Na- 

| BERS] will be allowed to proceed, and occupy the 
| floor with a view to reply to the extraordinary 
| speech of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
| (Mr. VenaB_e.] 
| Mr. VENABLE. I hope he will reply. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I wish, before I take my 
seat, to withdraw the call for the previous ques- 
tion, and then make an appeal to the House to 
let the subject be referred as proposed. 

Mr. GORMAN. I ask the gentleman if he de- 
sires to strangle the proposition, and kill it? 

Mr. McMULLIN. So far from it, I desire to 
have the resolution discussed, and finally passed. 

Mr. GORMAN. I beg of him, then, not to 
| persist in his motion to refer to the Committee of 

the Whole on the state of the Union. ‘That would 
| be its grave, out of which it could never be resur- 
rected. 

Mr. STANLY. Will the gentleman allow me 
a word? 

Mr. MceMULLIN. For explanation. 

Mr. STANLY. The chairman of the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means [Mr. Howsron] is 

desirous that the House shall proceed with the im- 
portant business of the country, and I suggest that 
we postpone the consideration of this printing 
resolution to some day next week. It will then 
come up again. What difficulty is there in the 
way to this mode of proceeding? 

Mr. McMULLIN made a response not heard 
by the reporter. 

| Mr. FOWLER. I rise to a question of order. 
I wish to know what is the question before this 
House. It appears to me thatall of this talk is 
out of order; but perhaps I do not understand the 

| question. 

| The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 

| adoption of the resolution reported by the Com- 





subject be referred to the Committee of the |) mittee on Printing. The gentleman from Virginia | 





—— a 





MS $3 FOR THIS SESSION, 


New Series....No. 26. 


called for the previous question; and having with- 
drawn it, he is now discussing the ceneral propo- 
sion. 

Mr. FOWLER. If Lunderstood rivht. he only 
obtained the floor by the permission of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi, [Mr. Nasenrs,} to make 
the moor to commit the reselution. If that is 
so, Is 1 in erder fer him to hold the floor for dis 
cussions: 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order for the cen 
tleman from Virginia to deprive the gentleman 
from Mississippi of the floor, who is entitled to 
address the committee upon the merits of the reso 
lution, 

Mr. FOWLER. 1 then make this question of 
order, that it is not in order for the centleman from 
Virginia [Mr. MeMvtuiy] to discuss any point, 
and that he can erly submit the motion for which 
the gendeman from Mississippi yielded the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
gentleman from Virginia obtaimed the floor for the 
purpose of submitting the motion to commit; and 
that if he withdraw it, he loses his right to the 
floor. 

Mr. MecMULLIN. Asthe result of this matter, 
if my motion prevails, is involved in doubt, | will, 
with the approbation of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, withdraw my motion of reference, which 
; will entitle him to the floer. 

Mr. NABERS. Mr. Speaker, allow me to say 
that | have no unusual anxiety to address the 
House. | did not desire to urge myself forward 
before this House, but it struck me with a great 
deal of force that thé various attempts made to 
obtain the foor would indicate that gentlemen have 
something peculiar—some extraordinary views— 
to present. There is another consideration. I 
desire to reply to the remarks which fell yester- 
day from the gentleman from North Carolina, 
[Mr. VenaBce.}] It was with the view of enabling 
me to reply to him properly that | desired that 
the House would go into Committee of the Whole; 
for | am fully aware of the fact, that if | am ex- 
pected to reply to that speech in order, it is totally 
impossible. ‘The impression was universal yes- 
terday that the observations of the gentleman from 
North Carolina were out of order, and hence it is 
out of the question, as I apprehend, for me to 
follow him in the course he saw proper to take 
without being guilty, to a greater or less extent, of 
violating the rules of the House. 1 do not desire 
to do that. I do not desire to do it now, because 
Iam aware of the fact, that if one zentleman claims 
the right of proc eeding out of order if one gen- 
tleman claims the right upon a given proposition 
to tell you about things in general—that any other 
member may claim the like privilege, and hence 
it would be totally impossible for us to have the 
least order or the least propriety im our discus- 
sions. Then while | know that some remarks 
which I may offer may not be in st;ict accordance 
with the rules of the House, I trust that the same 
kind indulgence will- be extended towards me that 
was given to the distinguished gentieman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Venasix.] | shall briefly 
advert to the considerations growing out of the 
resolution and amendments now under discussion; 
and if gentlemen expect to call me to order, if I 
should take occasion to talk about myself, | hope 
he will tell me so now before I begin. 

Mr. MEADE. If the gentleman will permit 
me, | will suggest, that if he is permitted to go on 
| out of order, it must be expected that every gen- 
tleman in the House will do the same thing, and 
we shall then be virtually in Commutee of the 
Whole. We had better preserve the rules of the 
House by going into Committee of the Whole. 
If that be the understanding of the House, | have 
no disposition that anybody who chooses may 
not discuss the question; but I know very well 
that when the House gets tired of the debate— 
members pursuing the same line of argument—it 
will be cut off; and | therefore give notice to the 
House that [ will call to order, when necessary, 
| and that | would have done so yesterday, when 
the gentleman from North Carolina was speaking, 
had L been im the Hall. 
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Mr. McMULLIN. I am very sorry that my 
colleague was not in the Halli. 

Mr. NABERS. Ihad better, then, proceed. 1 
do not intend to get a great way out of order. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 1 barely rise 
to say, by way of suggestion to the gentleman and 
to the Chair, that [ doubt if there was anything 
said yesterday in the debate strictly out of order. 
Gentlemen seem to suppose that when in Com- 
mittee of the Whole they are allowed a greater 
latitude of debate than when in the House. In that 
they are mistaken. ‘The samerules govern the de- 

ate. When inthe Committee of the Whole upon 
appropriation and other bills, custom has allowed 
a large latitude to gentlemen, but the parliamentary 
Jaw is the same—the rules of the House govern 
us. Now, 1 submit to the Chair and the House 
whether everything in connection with this propo- 
sition pertaining to the ability and suitableness of 
the cilia of these gentlemen to execute this 
part of the printing, is not legitimate in discussion. 
1 am not expressing any Opinion as to the merits 
of these gentlemen, but 1 submit that it is a fair 
subject-matter of debate. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair on yesterday did 
not feel disposed to call the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. Venasie} to order, when it was 
the evident desire of the House that he should pro- 
ceed. ‘The Chair would have pursued the same 
course to-day with reference to the gentleman from 
Mississippi, (Mr. Napers;] but when a gentle- 
man rising in his place, calls to order, it is the duty 
of the Chair to confine gentlemen to the subject- 
matter under debate. 

Mr. NABERS. Iam fully aware of that, and 
shall not complain if called to order for not strictly 
conforming to the rules of the House. If called 
to order, T will feel inclined to take my seat until 
the question is decided. Now, I was about to 
proceed, on yesterday evening, to state what I 
deemed to be the reason of the peculiar hostility 
manifested by the gentleman from North Carolina 
[Mr. VenaBLe] against the editors of the Wash- 
ington Union newspaper, I propose to give these 
reasons briefly now, and trust they will be satis- 
factory to a large proportion of gentlemen occu- 

ying seats upon this floor. 

Mr. ORR. I eall the gentleman to order. 

Mr. NABERS. I was about to talk about 
Messrs. Donelson & Armstrong. I believe they 
are named in the resolution. 

Mr. ORR. I call the gentleman to order for 
irrelevancy. The gentleman stated that he pro- 
posed to discuss the reasons of the hostility of the 
member from North Carolina [Mr. Venasve] to 
the editors of the Union. I submit that it is not 
germane to the question now before the House for 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER. 
tleman is in order. 

Mr. MEADE. Allow me to make a suggestion. 
The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Nasers] is 
desirous of discussing a question which must open 
a wide field of debate. I would suggest to him, if 
he is desirous of giving himself a full latitude, and 
allow the powers of his mind to operate without 
being cramped by apprehensions of the rules of 
the House, and of being called to order, to let the 
discussion take place upon some other question in 
Committee of the Whole. Then he will have 
ample time to reply to the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Venasie.} I will suggest another 
thing. If it is his purpose, or that of any other 
man, to break up the present harmony that exists 
in the Democratic party, it is very well to let this 
discussion go on, and I will tell you why. It is 
well known that the Democratic party are 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I call the cen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Meape]toorder. He 
is not stating his point of order. {Laughter.] 

Mr. MEADE. It was a suggestion I was 
about to make, that he was not going on with the 
discussion upon this bill. 

Mr. STANTON. I thought you had called 
him to order 

Mr. STEPHENS. I wish to ask the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Meape] a question. 

Mr. MEADE. I would rather reply to the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi, |Mr. Nasers.} I cannot 
answer a question antl I have made my own sug- 
gestions, 


Mr. STEPHENS. 


The Chair thinks the gen- 





I would ask the gentleman 


whether he believes that the harmony of the Dem- | 
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ocratic party depends upon giving this job to Don- 
elson & Armstrong’ |Laughter.] 

Mr. MEADE. I thought the 
about-—— 

Mr. SWEETSER. I call the gentleman from 
Virginia |Mr. Meave] to order. My point of or- 
der is, that the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
Nasers] cannot yield the floor to the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Meape} for a general discus- 
sion of this question. 

Mr. MEADE. Lam not going into a discus- 
sion, but only to make a suggestion. 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the gentleman from Virginia [{Mr. Méape] sought 
the floor for the purpose of making a suggestion 
to the member from Mississippi, | Mr. Napers,] 
that gentleman having yielded the floor for that 
purpose. ‘The Chair does not think that the gen- 
tieman from Virginia [Mr. Meape} is out of or- 
der. 

Mr. MEADE. The suggestion I make is sim- 
ply this: that the Democratic party are agreed 
in relation to the powers of the Government and 
the rights of the States. They differ about the 
remedy in case those rights are invaded. Now, | 
suggest to him whether there is any good to grow 
out of the discussion of a question which ought 
to be postponed, at least until that question 
arises, by some event that is yet to take place ? 
{f we choose to make two parties out of the Dem- 
ocratic party in regard to a remedy for the pres- 
ervation of the rights of the States, while we are 
all agreed about those rights and the powers of 
the General Government, this discussion may go 
on. If it is politic for us to reserve that question 
till the time arrives, then | would suggest that it 
is best for us to act in harmony until it does ar- 
rive. 

Mr. NABERS. I think that the very point to 
which the gentleman from Virginia has called my 
attention, would have been answered in my speech 
before this time. In connection with the sug- 
gestion made by the gentleman from Virginia |Mr. 
Meape} I will say, that there isno member of the 
Democratic party, entertaining views similar to 
those which | hold, who has manifested the least 
disposition to throw a fire-brand into this Con- 
It is my purpose studiously to avoid any- 
thing of the sort. Butat the same time, whilst I 
do not propose to divide, distract, or cut into frag- 
ments, if | could, that or any other party, I can- 
not suffer myself or my friends to be assailed by 
others, who entertain particular views, without 
vindicating not only the sentiments which I enter- 
tain, but those of the newspapers, which entertain 
a similarity of sentiment. It was clearly indicated 
in the speech delivered by the honorable member 
from North Carolina, (Mr. VenaB_e,] yesterday, 
that he expected to say just precisely what he 
pleased, and that he would denounce any man, or 
set of men, who might chance to differ with him. 
And yet if the party assailed see proper to vindi- 
cate themselves, they are to be charged with in- 
troducing fire brands into the party—they are to 
be charged with introducing disturbances into the 
harmonious action of the Democratic party. So 
far as I can see, without the speech of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, [Mr. Venasce,] it is 
not so harmonious at the North as it might be. 
That is my deliberate opinion. Iam aware of the 
fact, that there are questions of peculiar delicacy 
evrowing out of this resolution incidentally, and it 
is with pain that | allude to the strife and bitter- 
ness that characterizes or did characterize the late 
contests in various parts of the United States. 


ventleman was 


cress. 


Allow me to say, that the contest alluded to by | 


the gentleman on yesterday—the contest which 
prevailed in my own gallant State—was not as to 
the particular course pursued by any gentleman 
with regard to these exciting questions, or as to 
the manner in which those measures were to be 
received, aiter they became the law of the land. 1 
never made war upon any living human being, in 
regard to his particular views, during the pend- 
ency of these measures before Congress 

Mr. ORR. [again call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. VENABLE. I hope my friend will with- 
draw it, and let the gentleman proceed. 

Mr. ORR. [should have no objection to hear 





' the gentleman from ee [Mr. Napers] in 


Committee of the Whole, if he desires to reply 
to the gentleman from North Carolina, {Mr Ven- 
aBLE.}] I should be gratified to hear him; but 


upon this resolution I de not think that his re- | 
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marks are in order. The gentleman from N 
Carolina was ruled out of order yesterday, | 
for the enforcement of the rules, ; 
tion of the Chair to the 31st rule. 

Mr. STUART. Is this question of order 
batable one? - 

The SPEAKER. Itis not. The Chair js 
the opinion that the gentleman from Mississi 
cannot under the rules discuss political eons, 
which the people in Mississippi have had. por »,, 
merits of the late compromise measures, with po 
gard to the Territories, and slavery as cone, 
with them. The Chair is bound to say . 
gentleman is out of order. , 

Mr. CARTTER. | I move that the rentlema 
be permitted to proceed in order. mt 

The question was then taken and it was agreed ,, 

Mr. FICKLIN. With the permission Of tm 
friend from Mississippi, I will suggest to him, x: 
he has the floor, to make a motion to refer thc 
subject to the Committee of the Whole op 4) 
state of the Union. It is evident that he eany, 
debate it here. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. He canny 
debate it in Committee of the Whole, any yor. 
than he can here. The same rules govern the 
committee. 

[Cries of **Go on!’’ ‘Go on!”’} 

Mr. NABERS resumed. I dislike very much 
to occupy the time of the House, and really | 
have no very great anxiety to address it. | dis. 
cover that gentlemen thoroughly misconceive thy 
object I have in view. My object is to put an ex- 
tinguisher upon all these fires of contention before 
I am through. My object is not to assail ay) 
one. I believe I will heed the suggestions of my 
friends around me. I have no feeling about it fy; 
myself. Representing, as I do, a most glorious 
constituency, | should love to make a speech, 
under the circumstances, if I were at liberty to do 
so. But being a new member, unacquainted wit! 
the rules of the House, and subject to constant 
interruption, it is impossible for me to proceed, 
and | therefore yield to the suggestions of my 
friends. : 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the joint resoly- 
tion be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; and on that motion he 
demanded the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, on a di- 
vision—ayes 95, noes 45—and the main question 
was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. GORMAN. I would inquire of the Chair 
whether this motion precludes me from making an 
argument ? 

The SPEAKER. At this time. 

Mr. GORMAN. I mean now. 

The SPEAKER. The motion would preclude 
the gentleman from making a speech at this time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1} would suggest 
to the Chair that, by the rules and practice of 
the House, the gentleman from Indiana, as chair- 
man of the committee that reported this propost- 
tion, is entitled to an hour speech at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 
that rule applies toa motion of reference. There 
can be no doubt that the gentleman from Indiana 
would be entitled to be heard in case the mouon 
to commit did not prevail; but the Chair is o! 
opinion that he cannot be heard upon the motion 
to commit, all debate having been cut off by the 
previous question. a 

Mr. JONES. I suppose, then, that if the mo- 
tion to commit is negatived, he will be entitled to 
be heard before the question is taken on the reso- 
lution. 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 

Mr. GORMAN demanded the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 


And the question being taken, it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 148, nays 45; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, Al- 
lison, John Appleton, William Appleton, Ashe, Babcock, 
Barrere, Bartlett, Bell, Bibighaus, Bocock, Bowie, Brags, 
Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, George H. Brown, Bue’, 
Burrows, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis D. Camp: 
bell, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Chandler, 
Chastain, Churehwell, Clark, Clingman, Colcock, Cone’; 
Cotiman, Cullom, Curtis, Daniel, George T. Davis, Din 
mick, Dockery, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Eastman, Eager 
ton, Evans, Ficklin, Fiteh, Florence Fowler, Henry 7 
Fuller, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenon, 
Goodrich, Grey, Grow, Isham G. Harris, Sampo) 
Harris, Hart, Haws, Haseall, Haven, Hebard, La ae 
Hillyer, Holladay. Horsford, Houston, John W. . . 
Thomas Y. How, Hunter, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, - oe 
Johnson, James Johnson, John Johnson, Robert W. /° 
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| T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 

on, Dan King, Preston King, Kuhus, Kurtz, Mann, 

Geort . : Mars hall, Martin, McDonald, MeLanahan, 
sphre 


Hu “Miller, Millson, Miner, Molony, John Moore, 
MeN ae Morrison, Murphy, Murray, Newton, Orr, Out 
: ‘drew Pests, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penn, 
We an, Phelps, Rantoul, Riddle, Russeil, Sackett, 
Pen™ coal t, Schoonmaker, Scudder, Origen S. Seymour, 
Be enn Smart, Smith, Stanly, Jenjamin Stanton, Abra 
Ske 


p.JStevens, Alexander H. Stephens, Stone, Strother, 
hon ‘Benjamin Thompson, Townshend, Tuck, Venable, 


bi. or, Be Wallace, Walsh, Ward, Watkins, Welch, 
Wells, Addison White, Alexander White, Wildrick, Wil- 


I and Woodw ard—148. 
sy S—Messrs. Charles Allen, Thomas H. Bayly, Beale, 
Breckenridge, Brenton, oe Cobb, Dawson, Dean, Dun 
ham, Pree “4 un, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Gorman, 
ie n, Hall, Hamilton, Hendrie ks, Henn, Howard, Inger- 
val, L etcher, Lockhart, Mace, Mason, McCorkle, MeMul-- 
.Meade, Nabers, Olds, Polk, Price, Robbins, Robinson, 
cavage, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Frederick P. Stanton, 
ichard H. Stanton, Bt. Martin, Stratton, Stuart, Sweetser, 
re W. Thompson, and W ileox—45. 


So the joint resolution was referred to the Com- 
sittee of the W hole on the state of the Union. 


CLOSE OF DEBATE ON CENSUS PRINTING. 


Mr. POLK offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That all debate in Committee of the Whole on 
she ctate of the Union on joint resolution No. 12, shall cease 
’ Thurs sday next at two o’clock, and they shall then pro- 
eed to vote on such amendments as may be pending or 
fered to the same, and shall then report it to the House 
with such amendments as may have been agreed to by the 
coumittee 


Mr. CLINGMAN I submit that that resolu- 
tion is not in order at this time. It is not proper 
+o offer sucha resolution until the matter has been 


yp in the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


It has 
I know that 


the Union, and has been debated there. 
been so decided by the last Speaker. 
fact. I remember it distinc tly. 

Mr. POLK. I have not surrendered the floor 


yel. 

“ The SPEAKER. 
resolution is in order. 

Mr. STANLY. Then I move to lay it upon 
the table. 

Mr. POLK. The gentleman from North Caro- 
lina cannot submit that motion until I yield the 
floor. 

The SPEAKER. The question not being de- 
batable, the gentleman from Tennessee had no 
right to retain the floor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. IL intended to appeal from 
the decision of the Chair—that this resolution is 
now in order. 

Mr. POLK. It is very strange that gentlemen 
upon the other side should be so anxious that the 
debate should progress upon this question. There 
must be some object—some purpose in it. 

Mr. STANLY. Thereis. We desire to save 
the public money. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
resolution offered by the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, (Mr. Poxk,] closing debate upon the joint res- 
olution just referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, is in order, and 
from that decision the gentleman from North Car- 
olina [Mr. Cuineman] appeals. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. lask forthe reading of the 
rule making a resolution of that kind in order. 

Mr. POLK. Will the gentleman from North 
Carolina state when such a resolution would be in 
order? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. After the joint resolution 
had been debated in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. POLK. For how long? 

A Memper. For one minute even. 

The SPEAKER. The rule is as follows: 

“The House may, at any time, by a vote of a majority 
of the members present, suspend the rules and orders for 
the purpose of going into Committee of the Whole House 
On the state of the Union; and also for providing for the 
dise harge of the Committee of the Whole House, and the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
from the further consideration of any bill referred to it, 
ater acting without debs ate on all amendments pending, 
aid that may be offered.’ 

The C hair is still of the opinion that the reso- 
lution is in order. 

Mr. CLINGM AN. Will the Chair allow me 
‘0 state that the ground upon which his predeces- 
Sor based his decision was with reference to the 
words ** further consideration ?’ 

lhe SPEAKER. So the Chair understands. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I know that Mr. Cobb 
decided again and again—and so did Mr. Win- 
throp—that it was not in order to offer a resolu- 
“on of this kind until the matter had been consid- 


The Chair thinks that the 
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ered in the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. I see no reason for changing that 
practice. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
general power given to the House extends to the 
fixing of a time for closing ¢ the debate on a propo- 
sition in advance of its actual consideration in the 
committee, 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I would in- 
quire of the Chair, by way of suggestion to the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, whether there is not a 
special order for ‘Thursday next, and from day to 
day thereafter? A majority of the House cannot 
—— a special order already made. 

Mr. POLK. Can the gentleman from Georgia 
inform me what was the hour fixed for that spe- 
cial order? 

The SPEAKER. For the entire d: ry and from 
day to day there: ae until disposed of. 

Mr. STEPHEN I would suggest to the 
gentleman from Teune sssee, that he can attain his 
object by modifying his resolution so as to read, 
that the debate shall cease in fifteen minutes, or 
one hour, after the committee shall take the sub- 
ject up. 

Mr. POLK. 
tion. 

Mr. ORR. Was not an appeal taken from the 
decision of the Chair ? 

The SPEAKER. There was; but the gentle- 
man from ‘Tennessee has aright to modify his res- 
olution. 

Mr. HIBBARD. Is not the question now 
pending upon the appeal ? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. HIBBARD. Then I move to lay the ap- 
peal upon the table. 

Mr. POLK then modified his resolution so as 
to read that the debate should cease in one hour 
after the committee should take up the subject. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My objection sull lies. 
The usual resolution has been, that the debate 
shall cease within one hour after the committee 
shall resume the consideration of the subject. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair thinks it compe- 
tent for the House to order the committee even to 
be discharged from any consideration of the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. STEPHENS. There is no doubt about 
that, but that is under a different rule. 

Mr. POLK. Will it be in order, to avoid the 
objection of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
to amend the resolution so as to make it read, 
‘*on Wednesday next at three o’clock ?”’ 

The SPEAKER. That would not obviate the 
objeciion raised by the gentleman from North 
Carolina. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the appeal upon the table, and, on a count, 
there were—ayes 71. 

Mr. CLINGMAN demanded tellers; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. POLK demanded the yeas aad nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. MEADE. I desireto inquire of the Speaker 
what is the state of the question? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, for the 
information of the gentleman and the House, that 
the gentleman from Tennessee {Mr. Pork] de- 
sired to offer a resolution closing debate in Com- 
mittee of the Whole upon the joint resolution in 
relation to the Census printing. The gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. CLineman] made the 
point of order that the House could not close 
debate in the Committee of the Whole upon a 
subject until the committee had had the subject 
first under consideration. The Chair decided that 
the resolution was in order. 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Criine- 
MAN] appeals. The gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire [Mr. Hipsarp| moves to lay that appeal 
upon the table. ‘The question now is, therefore, 
‘Shall hd appeal from the decision of the Chair lie 
upon the table???’ Upon that question the yeas 
and nays have been ordered. 


The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 76, nays 107; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. W. Allen, Thomas H. Bayly, Bartlett, 
Beale, Breckenride, Briggs, Buell, Busby, Caldwell, T. 
Campbell, Chastain, Clark, Cottman, Curtis, Dawson, 
Dean, Ditamick, Dunhain, Edmundson, Freeman, Gay 
lord, Gentry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hamilton, Isham 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Hascall, Hendricks, 
Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Howard, Ingersoll, Robert W. 
Johnson, J. Glancy Jones, Preston King, Kurtz, Letcher, 


I will accept of that modifica- 


From that decision 
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Lockhart, Mace, Mason, McCorkle, MeLanahan, MceMul 
iin, MeNair, Morrison, Murray, Nabers, Olds, Andrew 
Par ser, Samuel W. Parker, Penn, Poik, Price, Rantoul, 
ihiddle, Robbins, Robinson, Russell, Savage. David L. § 


our, Skelton, Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Riehard H. 
Stanton, " Abe der H. Stephens, St. Martin, Strat 
Stuart, George W. Thompson, Thurston, Wilcox. and 
Wiidrick—76 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Charles Allen, Al 
lison, W. Appleton, Ashe, Averett, Barrere, Bell, Bibigh Luis, 
Bocock, Bragg, Brenton, Brooks. Albert G Brown, George 
H. Brown, Burrows, E. Carrington Cabell. Le wis D. Cam 
bell, Cartter, Caskie, Clingman, Cobb, Coleock, ¢ onger, 
Cultom, Daniel, Ge T. Davis, Disne D ckery, Dot 
Duncan, Durkee, Eastman, Edgerton, ins, Picktlin, 
Fitch, Florence, Fowler, Thomas J. D. Fuller. Giddings. 
Goodenow, Goodrich, Grey, Grow, Hall. Harper, H ws, 
Haven, Hebard, Holladay, Horsford, John W. Howe. 
Thomas Y. How, Hunter, Lves, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew 
Jolinson. James Jolnson, John Johnson, Daniel I’. Jones, 
George W. Jones, George G. King, Mann, Humpbrey 
Marshall, Martin, McDonald, Miller, Millson, Miner, Mo 


my, Morehead, Murphy, Newton, Orr, Outlaw, Pe 


iste 
Penniman, Phelps, Port Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker 
Scudder, Scurry, Smart, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Stroth 
er, Sweetser, ‘Taylor, Benjamin Thompson, Townshend, 
Tuck, Walbridge, Wallace, Watsh, Ward, Washbur i 


Watkins, Welch, Wells, Addison White Alexander 
White, Williams, and Yates—10% 

So the House refused to lay the appeal upon the 
table. ; ei . 

The question now being, *‘ Shall the decision of 
he Chatr stand as the judement of the House 

Mr. CLINGMAN ealled for tellers: which 
were ordered, and Messrs. Cuingman, and Stan 
ron of Tennesse e, were appointed 

Mr. SKELTON. I desire to move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the House referred this 
resolution to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Unien. 

TheSPEAKER. Thegent!eman’s motion will 
be entertained, but the Chair thinks that the ques- 
tion of order must first be disposed of. 

The resolution was then again read as modified 

Mr. POLK. Ifthe resolution is still under my 
control, I desire again to modify it, so as to close 
debate in five hours, instead of one hour after the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Uni mn 
shall again have entered upon its consideration 

The SPE AK ER. ‘The crentleman can so mod- 
ify the resolution, if the decision of the Chair is 
sustained; but the quesuon ot order must first be 
determined. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported —ayes 59, noes 96. 

So the deci ision of the Cl} 
the resoluuon of the rentieman from ‘Tennesse: 
|Mr. Poik] was ruled out of order. 


Mr. HOUSTON. -Mr. Speaker, 1 now pro 


1lr was overruled, and 


nDose—— 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from New 
Jersey [Mr. Sxertron] has the floor—if he desires 
to claim it—upon his motion to recor der the ve 
by which the joint resolution was referred to the 
Com nittee of the W hole o 1 the tate of the 
Union. 

Mr. SKELTON. Inow desire to make th 
motion; and upon that motion | wish to make on 
or two remarks. 

In voting for the reference of this resolution, I 
did so for the purpose of obtan r additional in- 
formation upon the subject before it was finally 
disposed of. Since that reference has been made, 
however, my views upon that subj have under- 
rone a chans l am satisfied that we are as well 
prepared to vote upon this resolution now, as we 
shall be ten d Lys or ten wer ks hence, or at least 


any future time. Iam in favor of the most neid 


economy inthe administration of the atiairs of th 

Government. And it is for these reasons | 
desire that this subject shal] not be referred to the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union. 
I believe this House is now prepared knowingly 
ind understandingly to vote upon this subject, 
and that if it is referred, the consequence will be 
unnecessary delay. ‘The interests of this House 


. ; ; : : . : 
and the country demand that this subject of pub- 
lic printing shall ed upon, and acted upon 
It is, in my opinion, a bad ec 


speedily. nomy tor 


this House to proiong the consideration of this 
question from day to day, when its own business 1s 
uffering for want of the necessary printing, to 
vive the information required in the transaction of 
its own busines I say that is a bad economy. 
Upon the other he ind, it has been admitted, I be- 
lieve, by all the committees which have reported 
to this House upon the subject, that the printer 
who contracted to do the public printing for this 


Congress, has utterly failed to comply with that 
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contract. With this state of things before us, it 
becomes our duty to adopt some other system, by 
which the business of this House and of the 
country may be promoted, 
order, in some manner, the public printing neces- 
to accomplish our purposes, to be done as 


aiule. 


It becomes us to 
sar’ 
dily as por The question, then, arises, 
Shall we delay this matter from day to day, as we 
ve done since the commencement of this session? 
all we allow the interests of the country to suffer 
for the want of expeditious printing? I think 
not. | think itis our duty, and the public interests 
demand it, that we should act upon the present 
occasion upon this subject, in a manner that shall 
expedite the business before the House. It is not 


ait 
«2 


only necessary that we should have the printing 
done in ti ne, but it is necessary that we should 
Heretofore the 
performed ina 
It has been 
printed upon bad paper, and badly printed upon 
he pa er used, 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
P 


rom 


have it done in a proper manner. 
this } 
manner thatis not creditable to us, 


printing for body has been 


I desire that the gentleman 
New Jersey [Mr. Skerton] will specify 
what printer it is who has performed his work 
thus badly. I desire to know whether he refers 

the pre sent contractor or the contractors for a 

ner Congress ? 

Vir. SKELTON. I willstate to the gentleman 
that, so far as my observation has extended, the 
public printing not only for previous Congresses, 
bat for this House since the commencement of 
the present session, has been done very badly, 
and upon very bad paper. Will that satisfy the 
rentleman from Pennsylvania? I do not know 
who has done this printing, but, by vhomsoever 
it has been done, I do know that it has not been 
done according to the contract. 

Mr. FLORENCE, It 
the vrentleman’s declaration is concerned, but no 
further. 
clusion 


satisfies me so far as 


I have my own opinion as to the con- 
which he arrives whether the 
public printing for the present Congress has been 
well executed or not. { have some of it 
me, and as far as my experience goes, and accord- 
ing to my own judgment, | have no hesitation in 
saying, that it is the best publie printing | ever 


at, as to 


before 


saw, and que as good as any | ever saw either 
by contract or by the publisher of any ne wspaper 
inthe country. 

Mr. SKELTON. 1 will say, for the in 
tion of this House and the country, that tl 
tleman who has the contract for the pu! 
is a stranger to me, and I have, therefore, ne 
sonal f in matter whatever. [ ¢ 
even know the politics of the and 
the: no political feelings to cratify in 
My only object is to have the 
ing of this House and of ¢ fongress cd: 


} ley yy ‘ . , ) 
tnd properly done. hat IS my On 
' ao i 1 : 


forma- 


feeiings the 
rentieman, 
efore I have 
this matter. print- 
ne im time, 
motive, ] 
heretofore used, and 


ideration 


‘Ave Lie quality of ine 
printing 
members of I have given my 
opindon, and the gentleman from Pennsylvania has 
eiven his, and itis for the i 
twe 


preeprer 
heretofore done the can 
heretotore Gone, tor the cons 


of the this House. 


ide be- 
I presume a maiority of the gentlemen 
in this House will admit that the printing has not 


neen done 


Liouse to de 
nus, 
a ‘cording to the contract entered into 
hy the public printer. T believe that this contract 

stem has failed; and that having failed, it be- 
indispens ' ury that we should 
n lopt come other method by whi h we can have 
this work done expeditiously. We have 
House which 
comphishment of this object. 


comes 


ibly necess 


how a 


resolution before the looks to the 
I do not believe 
it is necessary to refer this resolution to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

i shail insist, when the work of this House is 


be done, that it shall be done in a proper 


to 
per manner; 
end while I insist upon the most rigid economy in 
giving out the public printing, | will say—and I 
believe themembers ofthis Houseare willing to take 
the same ground—that | am in favor of giving a 
fair compensation for such labor,so that men shall 
not, afier the work has been done, come before us 
and say they have not been paid for their work, 
and have lost by their jobs. 1 say this is all 
wrong. We should give them a fair compensa- 
tion, and insist upon the work being done in a 
proper manner and at a proper time. If the 
printing of this House costs us a little more in 
nioney, under the arrangement proposed to be en- 
tered into by the committee who have the special 


charge of this matier, we shall gain in ether | 


respects more than we lose in dollars and cents in 
this. For while I am an advocate of economy in 
the matter of dollars and cents, I am an equal ad- 
vocate of economy in other matters, and I call the 
attention of the House to the subject. [ would 
not save money in the action of this House at the 
expense of intelligence. Every farthing we spend 
for the promotion of intelligence through our wide- 
spread and prosperous country, vill return to us a 
hundred-fold, though it may appear to cost usa 
large sum in dollars and cents. The census re- 
turns should be printed as speedily as possible, 
and given forth to the country, to stimulate the in- 
telligence, the industry, and enterprise of our cit- 
izens, and it will return to the coffers of the nation 
a hundred-fold. 1 willnot occupy the time of this 


House in a lengthy and elaborate discussion of 


this subject, for 1 amaware that these topics were 
discussed when this subject was before under con- 
sideration. 1 wish metely to give my views, and 
my reasons for changing my vote upon this ques- 
tion. Idesirethe question shall be speedily settled, 
and so settled that the printing of the House may 
be done in the most expeditious and correct man- 
ner, and at the same time we shall be able to give 
to the people of this country that information 
which the circumstances of the present time seem 
todemand. I hope, sir, that this resolution will 
ve reconsidered, and that this quesuion will be re- 
tained in this House and speedilyacted upon; and 
for the purpose of bringing this question to an is- 
sue, | move the previous question. 

Mr. GORMAN. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his call for the previous question for a 
short time. 

Vir. SKELTON. <Asthechairman of the Com- 
mittee on Printing desires it, 1 wiil withdraw the 
call, upon condition that he renews it. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to know whether the pre- 
vious question can be demanded upon a motion to 
reconsider ? 

The SPEAKER. There is no question of that. 
The gentleman from Indiana |Mr. Goxman] is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. GORMAN. Theconfusion upon this sub- 
ject has created some little excitement, and if I 
could be heard | am well satisfied that [ can sat- 
isfy this House—I care not to what party gentle- 
men beiong—that this question need not, and ought 
not, for the public good, to be referred to the Com- 
raittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Gentlemen upon both sides of the House are call- 
ing upon the Committee on Printing—I am be- 
sieged upon the right hand and left--to have the pub- 

printing done, and have it laid before the coun- 
try. Youask me, my friends ask me, what are 
you doing upon this subject? The point first be- 
tore the ELlouse—and I stated it briefly when I got 
up—is, Does this printing come w ithin the contract 
of the public printer? By reference to the law, it 
will be seen that this species of printing was ex- 
pressly reserved from the contract. Every gen- 
Ueman upon that committee—the distinguished 
Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Smrru,] and the 
rentleman from New York, [Mr. Havens,] being 
members of that committee upon that side of the 
tiouse—every gentleman was clearly of the opin- 
ion that there was no legal doubt upon the ques- 
tion atall. Then that being settled, what next? 
Here isa job—if you may so call it—of census 
It has to be done, and by somebody. 
In the first place, the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Vinton) introduced this census law in the last 
Congress, and he put into that census law, at the 
request of the authorities of Government—I am 
authorized to say so—and at the request of some 
of the members of the Administration, that this 
preparatory part of the census printing should be 
left under the control of the Superintendent of the 
Census Board and the Secretary of the Interior. 
That law so stipulated that it should be so left 
there. They have had all the preparatory print- 
ing done as fast as they could. € 


2 oO 
printine, 


Then there was 
another part of the printing which Congress 
said should be reserved, to be done according as 
you might direct hereafter. What printing is 
that? It is the compendium, making—if you 
publish this historical account—about two vol- 
umes of the size of the Congressional Globe. And 
it was shown to my friend from Maryland, [Mr. 
Evans,] who made a speech yesterday, not an 
hour ago, by the Suprintendent of the Census, 
that the size of this historical part, if published, 
would only make a volume of the size of the Con- 
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\ integrity of that committee. 


{ 


J 
hess ani 27, 
gressional Globe; and if you leave off this histo.:, 
cal part, it will make about thirty per cent. jo. 
Am I right? a. 

Mr. EVANS. If the honorable gentleman wi) 
allow me, the Superintendent of the Census |... 
shown me the book. The gentleman is perfectly 
correct. He says it will make two volumes alone 
the size of the American Archives. If the Com. 
pendium of Maryland will make one hy dred 
pages, I argue from it that the whole will male 
about four volumes, and not thirty volumes . 
stated yesterday. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. If the gent). 
man will allow me, I have a letter from Mr, Keo. 
nedy, the Superintendent of the Census, and wy; 
send it to the Speaker’s table to be read, ; 

Mr. GORMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. EVANS. I will further state, that th, 
Superintendent of the Census told me that the spe. 
cimen-work for Maryland will be laid on eve 
member’s table on Saturday next; and from 1 


every one can judge for himself, if Maryland 
makes one hundred pages how much the whole 
Union will make. 

The communication from Mr. Kennedy was 
, then read, as follows: ; 


us | 


ry 


Census BuRFAUv, January 27, 1859, 

Sin: The census returns, as I propose to arrange them 
willmake two volumes (not quite so much) of the size 9} 
the American Archives. The second volume of the fourth 
series is a fair sample of the size. If my comments ay 
omitted, it will reduce the size thirty per cent. 

Respectiully, your obedient servant, 

J.C. G. KENNEDY, 
Superintendent Census Bureau, 

Hon. R. H. STaNnTon. 

Mr. GORMAN, (resuming.) That letter from 
Mr. Kennedy says, that if the printing proceeds 
as suggested by the Secretary of the Interior, and 
by the Superintendent of the Census, it will make 
two volumes something less than the size of | 
American Archives—that is about the size of th 

| Congressional Globe substantially. 

Now, the next thing is, will this House order 
the printing of the historical part? I will consent 

| —and my colleagues upon the committee will con- 
sent, I understand—that you strike off this histor. 
ical part. Then it will make two volumes—thirty 
per cent. less than the two volumes [ have de- 
scribed. Itis in such a state of forwardness at 
this time, that it can be left off without interrupt- 
ing the printing at all. Do you desire to leave off 
the historical part? 

A Voice. No! no! 

Mr. G. If you do, I will propose an amené- 
ment, or will accept one, that it shall be left off, 
and let the printing proceed, as is the earnest de- 
sire of the Secretary of the Interior, the Super 
teudent of the Census, and of you all. Strike 
out, then. 

A Voice. Ohno! let us have it all. 

Mr. G. Now, whether it is struck out or not, 
why delay? The next thing, Mr. Speaker, is 
why is this resolution introduced with the name 
of Donelson & Armstrong? Will my friends 
hear me? and I will tell you the reason. Flere is 
a job, reserved from the public printer’s contract 
by the letter of the law, to be done by your or 
der. Who will you give it to? You have organ- 
ized a committee in this House, and the coorél- 
nate branch of the legislative department of 
Government has organized another committe. 
The Democratic party of the country are In 
ascendency here. You have organized those com 
mittees with Democratic majorities. You direct 
them, by a resolution, that they shall have ts 
census printing done. You direct it. And I 
inquired of, occasionally, by a timid friend, Why 
do you introduce this resolution here? Because 
you told me to. You demanded action. [| have 
riven you action. I submitted it to a committee 
composed of a majority of Democrats. — Gales & 
Seaton, Gideon & Co., Rives, Hamilton, and 

| Donelson & Armstrong, are printers in this “IY. 
When we come forward to act, the resolution sys 
we shall have this printing done. I make aco P 
‘tract with Donelson & Armstrong upon sic" 
| terms as may be considered proper and reasons, 
ble. I then put the question, Are you willing © 
trust the joint committee of the Senate and House 
to make a contract that will be fair and honor 
able? We are told that there will be fraue. 
Why, gentlemen must remember, that when 
they say that, they impugn the character ®” 
Sir, I should fee 


a 
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eelf unworthy of a seat here if I could pander to 
or ae predilections—as strong as they are—if 
my uid so forget myself as to make a contract 
payee be unreasonable, or give a compensa- 
to enrich my political friends at the sacrifice 
coe or of the rights of my country. What 
= “1d thatcommitteedo? That committee would 
: e on Blair & Rives, as one of the members of 
thst committee has already done upon Mr. Riv es, 
and inquire, What did you get for the printing of 
che census in 1842 and 1843? Answer, $137,000. 
We have had that to start upon. We would then 

i ynon Gales & Seaton, Gideon & Co., and Mr. 
Rive « and others, to learn what diminution of 
es had occurred since that time. 
“Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Will the gen- 
Jeman allow me to ask him a question ? 
, Mr. GORMAN. With great pleasure. 

Mr.STEPHENS. lL understand the gentleman 
estate that he had called upon Mr. Rives to learn 
a he would do this job for, and to be governed 
by his price. - 

‘Mr. GORMAN. By all means. We would not 
certainly give the contract to Donelson & Arm- 
strong without an understanding of the former 


tna 


ih 


slit 


rices. 
a Mr. STEPHENS. Then another question: 
Why does the gentleman come in here and ask the 
Hose in advance to say that we shall give it to 
Messrs. Donelson & Armstrong? 
"Mr. GORMAN. I was just coming to that 
point, which I hope to eliminate to the gentle- 
man’s entire satisfaction. I stated that we had 
consulted with printers in reference to the price of 
printing. This has been all talked over in the 
committee, and I am now but recapitulating. 
Why did we put Donelson & Armstrong’s names 
in here? 
reason that if his party were in power, they 
would put the names of Gales & Seaton, or Gideon 
& Co., there. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I have no party. 

Mr.GORMAN. The gentleman says he has 
no party. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 


of the forms necessary for the taking of the cen- 
sus was done at the ‘* Republic office,” 
when we had that subject under consideration, it 
did not appear to this House that we could not alter 
the schedules in a single particular, because the 


I desire sim- | 
ply toask the gentleman from Indiana if it is not | 
his recollection, and whether it is not the recollec- | 
tion of the House, that the preparatory printing | 


7 
|; ion. 


I will tell my friend: For the very same | 


and if, | 


Secretary of the Interior had caused this prelimi- | 


nary printing to be done before we had passed 
the bill? While we were engaged in passing that 


bill, 1 made repeated efforts, and other gentlemen 


made repeated efforts, to change those schedules; 
but wecould not doit. We could not get a particu- 
lar description of hemp growing in my State in- 
cluded in the schedule. We had been frustrated 
by the action of the Secretary of the Interior, who 


had given the job to the partisan editors of the 
** Republic.”” 


Mr. GORMAN. The gentleman has fully ex: | 


plained that matter, and I need not repeat it. I 
will tell my honorable friend from Georgia that 
party has something to do with this matter. It 
would be dishonorable in me to disguise it. Were 
lin power I would give what patronage was to 
be given fairly and properly to my political friends 
instead of to my political enemies. 

Mr. HEBARD. I want to make a simple in- 
quiry. I understand the gentleman from Indiana 
to state that the resolution only authorizes the 
committee to make a contract with Donelson & 
Armstrong. In case they make no reasonable 
contract l would ask him what they then inten- 
doing ? / . 

Mr. GORMAN. I will answer. The contract 
with Donelson & Armstrong for the printing of 
this matter is to be made upon such terms as the 
committee shall deem reasonable and proper, and 
not what Donelson & Armstrong shall deem rea- 
sonable. That is my answer. 

Mr. HEBARD. That does not answer my 
question. After the committee shall have come 
to their conclusion of what price will be reason- 
able, and Messrs. Donelson & Armstrong will not 
fecept the terms proposed, what do they then 
propose to do? 

Mr. GORMAN. There is no other remedy 
then but to report the fact to the House. 

Mr. HEBARD. 


I want to ask another ques- | 


} 
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Why not have this resolution in such shape 


| that when the committee come to the conclusion 
that they cannot make a reasonable contract with 


| With some other printer without coming back 


Donelson & Armstrong, that they shall mdke it 
to 


| the House? 


| contract what are we then to do? 


Mr. GORMAN. Lapprehend that the gentle- 
man’s interrogation does not amount to anything. 
It results only in this, that if we cannot make a 
The gentleman 


| goes into a supposition that is net at all within 


the range of probability. 
Mr. HEBARD. It is within the range of a 
business transaction. 


Mr. GORMAN. 1 will not retort upon the 


| gentleman, and say as to what he would do, be- 


| of the matter. 


cause I will not enter into that sort of discussion. 
I shall confine myself to the facts; and, as gentle- 
men have been kind enough tolsten to what I have 
said, | beg them to hear me further upon the facts 
[It has been said here that Donel- 
son & Armstrong are partisan editors. ‘True; 
they are. Here is a job that is to be riven to 
some one, and | ask any gentleman upon that side 


| of the House, if he had the power, would he not 











give it to his political friends who would do it for 
an equally reasonable price? 

Mr. FLORENCE: May Lask a single ques- 
tion? Do 1 understand thechairman of the Com- 
mittee on Printing to say the public printer, so 
called, is unable to perform this printing ? 

Mr. GORMAN. 
ration. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
it under his contract? 

Mr. GORMAN. Under the law. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 want to understand the 
difference between awarding patronage to a Demo- 
crat with a newspaper and a Democrat without a 
newspaper. Icannot understand why a constitu- 
ent of mine—and I make that declaration here— 
who is a Democrat, and by whose vote, in part, I 
hold a seat in this House, should not be as well 
considered as a Democrat with a newspaper? 

Several MemBers. That is the point. 

Mr.GORMAN. He should, by all manner of 
means. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I will beg the gentleman’s 
permission to say another word. 

Mr. GORMAN. lI cannot yield further. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 will behind 
man 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania is not in order, as the gentleman from 
Indiana refuses to yield the floor. 

Mr. GORMAN. My friend must excuse me, 
but I cannot yield. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
ter. 

Mr. GORMAN. The gentleman appeals so 
strongly that | cannot resist. 1 yield. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I donot trouble the House 
much. I am a listener, a learner, a pupil here; 
but, sir, my whole political life will bear me out 
in the declaration that I go behind no man in 
awarding what patronage | can by my personal 
influence and vote to Democrats. 

Mr. GORMAN. Thatisexactly right. [Laugh- 
ter.] lam willing that that sentiment shall be im- 
bodied in my speech. I ask my friends upon the 
opposite side of the House to remember that at the 
extra session of Congress in 1842-’43 a resolution 
was introduced into one of the branches of the 
Government in these words: 

Resolved, That Blair & Rives be dismissed as the public 


I have made no such decla- 


That he is not entitled to 


, 
£o no 





Only one word. [Laugh- 


| printer or printers of the Senate. 


It was passed by a Whig party vote, and stands 
upon your records as a living witness coming up 
in judgment against you. That is admitted. This 
is not a parallel case to that at all. This I say to 
my Democratic friends is a simple question whether 
we shall give it to our friends or not. That is all 
there is in it. What more do we propose ? 

‘*The work to be executed under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Interior, and to be paid for as it progresses 
by the head of the Census Bureau, with power to abate 
from the amount stipulated if the work, when executed, 


| shall prove deficient or below the standard which may be 


agreed upon.’’ 

I ask my friends what more is there in this 
transaction; Donelson & Armstrong are to do it, 
and it is complained because their names are ini- 
serted here. I tell you, if that contract can be 
given them, so far as my influence and vote go, 
they shall have it- Why will I select them in 
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do so, I 


rans of the 


= * 


to other Democrats? I! will 
tell my friends, because they are the o 


preterence 


Democratic party. Is that plain enough? Is it 
understood ? l ‘bee my frre ud from North Caro- 
lina to let by-cones be by-eones. I will not raise 
Banquo’s ghost here. [ will not put the eup to 
his lips. lam willing to stand side by side wit] 
my honorable friend from North Carolina to do 
battle with him for the er Democratic princt- 
ples of my country. l ado 1 { ire wie er he 
voted for the compromise or not. Iam not going 
to put the test to h ins, if he sees proper now 
to mareh under the banner of Democrat party 
as it shall be laid down by the Baltimore Conven- 
tion. Lask him, a veteran in the cause of De 
mocracy, when he comes vetore Lhe country, nat to 
tell the people that he is ing to prese) rules 
for the party, which, if not adopted, he will sep- 
arate himself from them. I ask him to leave a lit 
tle to the generous confidence of friends with 
whom he has been associated all | if i little 
to the confidence of those frie ds who hold the 
country dear —who hold the perpetuation of our 
institutions above all price. He should act with 
them, and because of the declarations of an ind 
vidual who has thought proper to be his antegonist 
upon a political principle, hi ertainly 1 roing 
to stifle his voice in the ¢ iuuse of his cor iry. 
Mr. VENABLE. I trust that no man here 
will suppose that | am desert principles, which 


I have professed for more than thirty years, be 
any individual. 


es are independent of 


cause of my dissatisfaction with 
My prineip individuals. 
They are founded upon the convictions of my un 
derstanding, the 


‘ upprobation of mv ce 
and the cordial 


accept 
i 


iscience, 
ince of my heart. From my 
intercourse with my gallant friend, I shall be proud 
to act with him at all times; but I shall never act 
either with or without my friends, under cireum 
stances by which I shall forfeit my self respect. 

Mr. GORMAN. I have no fears that my hon- 
orable friend will ever be called upon to act with 
any other organization than that great and glo- 
rious Democratic party, that has borne the ban- 
ner of their country always. ‘They are always 
for their country. Tam proud to say to-day, be- 
fore God and my country, that I am for that 
country right, but im the last richt or 
wrong. I hope that I may not find my honorable 
friend, who has differed with upon certain 
questions, which have agitated the country from 
centre to circumference during the last Congress 
coing up to the Washington Union and saying, ‘1 
hold you responsible for your opinions—you shall 
not share in the patronage which I can bestow, be- 
cause you differ with me upon these subjects.”’ 
My friend, when he says that he will pros 
such opinions, could only expect 
in turn. I 
occur. 

Mr. VENABLE. Will the gentleman llow 
me to sny, that I proposed to open this subject to 
free bidding everywhere. I said that they had no 
claims upon me individually. I do not proscribe 
them, but I open the bidding to the printers of the 
United States, so that we may have a fair and free 
competition. 


Mr. GORMAN. 


resort, 


us 


‘ribe 
to be proscribed 
hope that no such necessity may 


This resolution proposes to 
leave this matter to the committee. It is 
question to be left to Donelson & Armstrong. 
It is a question which our friends are called upon 
to leave the committee which you have con 
stituted inthis House. We call upon you to leave 
the reasonableness and propriety of that contract 
to the committee. Are you willing to do it? Have 
you confidence in their integrity and purpose of 
character to discharge that duty? 

Mr. EVANS. I will ask the gentleman before 
he is done to tell this House whiy it 1s improper 
to let this printing by contract, and why it is the 
contract system is now to be abandoned? The 
instance the eentleman gave was in 1841, before the 
contract system was entered into. Now, I want 
the gentleman to state how much this printing 
will cost. Iam informed that it will cost about 
million of dollars. 

Mr.GORMAN. I am authorized to say, upon 
the authority of the very best printers, that it wi!l 
not cost half of $500,000. These diversions upon 
this have led me off from some of the 
facts in this case, 

Mr. EVANS. Speak to the contract. 

Mr. GORMAN. I was about to speak upon 


the question of the contract system. It is known 


nota 


to 


occasion 
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to that gentleman, as he remarked yesterday upon 
the floor, that the contract system had led to diffi- 
culty, and frauds upon the country enormous in 
their character. The 
to as low 


ble, and their ruling motive seems to have been, 


individual come in and bid aS PoOssi- 


that after a while the y were to go before Congress 
released from an 
is the experience—such 
is the language of my friend from Maryland, [Mr. 
Evans.|] He used that language then, and I pre 


sume he will use itagain. I apprehend that this 


and ask that they might he 


onerous bargain. Such 


system of letting this work out by contract to the | 
lowest bidder, is the ground-work of the most stu- | 


pendous system of fraud ever perpetrated upon 
the people of this country. 

Mr. EVANS. Notif you furnish them with 
paper. 

Mr. GORMAN. If you furnish them with 
paper, type, and presses, it will not do. Every 
Committee on Printing have found at the bottom 


of this contract system all sorts of private under- | 


standings and bargains for the purpose of fleecing 
the The Committee on 
have found this in their experience now. Shall 
this matter be reconsidered? Why refer it to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 
W hatdo you wantto discuss? Do my friends who 
differ with me upon the subject of this contract 
want to get up a war between us upon the com- 
promise measures, whether they are proper and 
right? I do pray you, avert such an evil. [ am 
frank to say, that such a calamity to the Demo- 


Crovernment. 


cratic party should be avoided; and the man who | 


undertakes to arraign any one here for the pur- 
pose of making an additional sore, which is now 
ina fair way of being healed, is stabbing the party 
that gives him power. I can say to my friends 
who voted against these measures, that I feel 
proud of their association. I feel that I went fur- 
ther upon these great Southern questions than any 
man north of Mason and Dixon’s line. I feel I 
can say to gentlemen who are not with us upon 
the compromise measures, ‘* Peace, be still!’ 
Does that voice—does that warning come from a 
Democrat who has wavered? Does that 
come from a Democrat who has ever yet thrown 
a fire-brand into the midst 
friends? 
has ever turned to the right or left upon the great 


eternal principles of non-intervention? Then I say | 


to them that the prolongation of this discussion 
will run my friend from North Carolina, [Mr. 
VeNABLE,|] my friend from Virginia, [Mr. Bo- 
cock,|] and my friend from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Nasers,]intoadilemma. I hope if they love the 
union, harmony, and organization of that great 


a that brought them into power, that they will | 


ieed the voice of warning. 
Mr. BOCOCK. I ask, what I do not often ask 
upon this floor, that the gentleman will yield me 


the floor for one moment. I ask this because of 


my very sincere respect and regard for the gentle- | 


man from Indiana, [Mr.Gorman.] I do not often 
ask any gentleman who 1s speaking to allow me 
the privilege of introducing one word while he is 
speaking. While the gentleman from Indiana is 
proclaiming peace to the Democratic party upon 
one subject, Lask him if he does not know that 


there are other subjects eo which the Demo- | 


cratic party are divided ? ask if he does not feel 
in that loyal and honest heart of his, that there is 


as much need of harmony upon those other ques- | 


tions as in relation to the compromise? 


And I 


ask him, if he expects us here to say Peace, when | 


his friends—I do not say him—proclaim peace 
only upon one subject, and give us war to the 
knife upon other vital subjects? I ask him if it 


will do to tell me that the friends of the Wash- | 
ington Union will give us peace upon the compro- | 
mise, when they are giving us war, and war to | 


the knife, upon the subject of State-rights ? 
Mr. GORMAN. Lapprehend that more evi- 
dence has been given bv the honorable gentleman 


from Virginia, [Mr. Bocock,] and that it is the | 


very thing to be avoided. Where is the Demo- 
crat here who does not see a monster exhibiting 


itself here, a hydra-headed monster, which is | 
stinging the very heart of the Democratic party? 


W here is there an individual who has witnessed 


the assault of my gallant friend from Virginia, | 


{Mr. Bocock,] who will not agree with 
saying, ‘‘Peace, be still.’’ 
our friends, who conducts a newspaper, does not 


contract system lets in every | 
r 





voice 


of his Southern | 
Does that warning come from one who | 





me in | 
Supposing that one of | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| agree with the honorable gentleman from Virginia, 


| (Mr. Bocock]—supposing that upon the subject 


of State-rights he does not concur fully in some of 


the details, I say to the gentlemen that we intend 
| to put no poison in their cups. 


|| [Mr. Venasie] had asked, why? 
Printing | 


| ation. 


Mr. NABERS. The remark I intend to sub- 
mit is not atall intended to interfere with the prog- 
ress of this discussion, nor is it intended to indi- 
cate that I feel injured by not being permitted to 
address the House this morning. I wish simply 
to know if there is any new question before the 
House differing from the one upon which I had 
the floor this morning? [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 


| Mississippi call the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 


Gorman] to order? 
Mr. NABERS. 
[Laughter.] 
Mr. GORMAN, (resuming.) 


saying that objections had been urred to Donelson 


| & Armstrong. That subject was mytext. Why? 


The honorable gentleman from North Carolina 
With regard 


to certain questions—certain political principles, I 


was giving as a reason why they ought not to |! 


have weight. I am in order, I believe; why ? be- 


cause I am directing my remarks to the point | 
whether the names of Donelson & Armstrong | 


should be put at the head of the resolution. But 


| I am done upon the subject upon which I was 


| their lips? 


speaking. 


sion to regard the admonition which I have in an 
humble way suggested to them, ‘* Peace, be still.’’ 


Do I propose to Northern men to put any cup to | 
Do I require them to say that every | 


line, sentence, syllable, comma and semi-colon of 
the fugitive slave law is right?) Do I require my 


honorable friend from North Carolina [Mr. Ven- | 
ABLE] to say that every line and syllable of the | 
I do not require | 


Texas boundary bill is right. 
any such thing. I do require acquiescence in 
these measures; I desire peaceable acquiescence in 
them. 


I come back now to the question of this print- | 


ing; and I appeal to the gentlemen upon the other 
side of the House to know whether, if they held 
the power and had this contract to give, and the 
choice was left to them, at the same fair and rea- 
sonable rates, they would not give it to their po- 
litical friends? 

Mr. BELL. No, not without competition. 

Mr. GORMAN. Ah! then there isa gentle- 
man sui generis. He belongs to a different race 
of men from any that [ have ever yet seen. He 
must belong to some party that I have never yet 
heard of. [Laughter.] He would not prefer a 
political friend—one possessing all the elements of 
qualification—to a political opponent! God save 
me from such a political partisan as that! He 
isan Ishmaelite. [Laughter.] He must have his 
hand against everybody and everybody’s hand, 
I apprehend, must be turned against him. 


In conclusion, allow me to say to this House | 


that I ask my friends to reconsider this question. 

Mr. BELL. 
make an explanation ? 

Mr. GORMAN. Why, yes, with pleasure, if 
it is not too long. 

Mr. BELL. I will not make it long. 

Mr. GORMAN. I want to know, first, if the 
gentleman is the one who answered me just now? 

Mr. BELL. Iamthe man. [Laughter.] 

Mr. GORMAN. IT am glad to see you, sir, 
[Renewed laughter. 

Mr. BELL. I understood the gentleman to 
make an appeal to the members en this side of the 


House, knowing, at the same time, that if he kept | 
the floor under the permission of the other gentle- | 
man [Mr. Skerton] who lets it out, they would | 
I may have been | 


have no opportunity to reply. 
out of order in saying ‘* No, not without com- 


petition,’’ but I wish it to be understood, that in | 
saying that, I meant that I would not place in 
jeopardy the interests of my country to favor an | 


individual of my own party, by giving an exorbi- 
tant price for the work. IT would do as any pru- 
dent individual would. 
Mr. GORMAN. 
would. 
Mr. BELL. Now, I understand that by this 
resolution you tie your own hands, 


I presume the gentleman 


No—I only asked for inform- | 


I was simply | 


I leave that to the magnanimity of || 
| men who have never failed to show it when they | 
have been put to the test; I leave that to the mag- | 
nanimity of men whoare called upon on this occa- | 


Will the gentleman allow me to | 


Mr. GORMAN. Notat all. The rentle, 
wants to pursuade us, that we tie our own |. 
by putting in those potent words, 
Armstrong;’’ that is the vugbear. 
You ask the House to tie y 


I 
wn hands 


Donelson & 


Mr. BELL. 
hands for you. 
Mr. GORMAN. I turned to the gentlemen , 
the other side of the House, and asked they, j¢ P 
riving this job, they had to choose between 2. - 
litical friend and a political foe—oceupyiug a 
positions in society, of equal ability and integrity. 
and willing to take it at thesame reasonable pri — 
they would not prefer to give it to their polities) 
friend? The gentleman answered no. = 3 

Mr. BELL. That was not the question, 

Mr. GORMAN. I answered that the genta. 
man must certainly be swi generis. I did not me; 
anything personal. ; 

Mr. BELL. Oh, I did not understand yoy , 

Mr. GORMAN. Well, then, allow me to 
ceed. This resolution—to come back to it avayy— 
has been ordered to be referred to the Commits 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. Whe» 
it gets there all these matters about the questiny 
of State rights and Free-Soil, and the Massac! 
setts coalition, will be brought up; the House w; 
be kept in a furor for ten or fifteen days, and 
when this resolution gets out, ] expect the mil. 
lennium will come. 

Mr. HALL, (interrupting.) I do not know 
that I perfectly understand the resolution which js 
under discussion. I do understand it to propose 
to make the action of the committee definite with 
regard to this printing. Now, 1 ask the gentlemay 
from Indiana if he will accept the amendment 
which I hold in my hand, and which is in these 
words: 

Provided, That no contract made by said committee shall 
be of any binding force or effect until the same is reported 
to and approved of by both Houses of Congress. 

Mr. GORMAN. The Committee on Printing 
are to make a contract under the law of 1846 
That law provides that it shall be a part of their 
duty to attend to this portion of the public busi- 
ness. When the committee have made a contract 
with Donelson & Armstrong, they will do just 
as they have done in the case of Mr. Hamilion, 
and in other cases. I have before me the contract 
with Trenholm & Belt; the committee reported it 
to this House, and it is marked ** House of Rep- 
resentatives—Miiscellaneous Documents, No. ]().” 
The contract is laid before the House; everybody 
reads it; everybody knows what it is; and if that 
contract has upon its face an unreasonable rate 
of compensation, it is within the province of this 
House at any moment to arraign that contract 
and to know the causes—the why and the where- 
fore. 

Mr. HALL. The gentleman does not under- 
stand me. I do not want to get into any difficulty 
with any contractors to do the printing of this 
House. I want the contract, when it is entered 

| into, to bind both us and them. I do not want 
any afterclaps, any quarrels, any difficulties or 
misunderstandings; and I prefer, therefore, that 
the action of this committee shall come to us for 
approval. Letus have no more of these discus- 
sions, whether we shall set aside a contract alter 
we have entered into it. . 

Mr. GORMAN. Ido understand the gente 
man’s amendment, and I now say that if the 
Speaker decides that [ have a right to accept thal 
amendmeat, I will most cheerfully do it. I have 
not the slightest objection that our contract shall be 
reported to this House, and that the House shall 
confirm orrejectit. My friend from Missouri must 
see, however, that the House will have to repeal the 
law of 1846, before we can do that. That law lel! 
it to the Committee on Printing. Still I have no 
kind of objection to the amendment. _[ wil! accep" 
it—if it is in my power to do so—if it will recon 
cile the feelings of any individual. But, why @s* 
me to accept it unless it will do that? 

Mr. HALL. I will say to the gentleman, that 
it will reconcile me to the resolution. ; 

Mr. HAVEN, (Mr. Gorman yielding the floor. 
I desire to make a suggestion or two, lest there 

|| should be a misapprehension as to the view 8 that 
some portion, at least, of the Committee on Print- 
ing entertain upon the subject of the extent ol the 
authority conferred upon that committee by the 
joint resolution of 1846. f " 
1 understand that it is the opinion of the Joint 

| Committee on Printing, that the printing of these 


ur 
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apnsus returns does not come within the contract 
"oh the public printer. That being so, then, | 
Yymit to the House that that committee have no 
ore power Over this subject than they have over 
1y other subject that may interest the members 
“the House. They are a committee to take care 
+ that portion of the printing which 1s provided 
- under the joint resolution of 1846—of that print- 

. and that only. Now the rentleman from 
Indiana savs—and I concur with him in that re- 
npet —that by the law under which this census was 
eaken, provision was made—after providing for 
‘ve printing of the preliminary blanks—that all the 
shor printing was thereafter to be executed as 
( ngress shoudd direct. Now that Printing Com- 
mittee, as | understand it, was raised for the pur- 
nove of seeing that such printing as came within 
‘he aint resolution of 1846, was executed accord- 
ye to the terms of that joint resolution, and when, 
therefore, it is decided that the printing of this 
sess does not come within the terms of the 
-esolution, I say it withdraws from the operation 
f the power of the committee the entire control 
¢ this business. ‘These are the views which I 
jtertain upon the subject; and while I have the 
foor I will say further, with the permission of the 
-eytieman from Indiana, that it is a little difficult 
for meto understand precisely, by what right this 
resolution is here. It has never been referred to 
the Joint Committee on Printing by this House. 
I: is true that the other branch of Congress did 
refera similar resolution to the joint committee 
for consideration; and it is also true that the joint 

mmittee did act upon that resolution, and report 

wk to the other branch of Congress. But no 
such resolution, emanating from this House, has 
heen referred to the committee. The resolution 
has originated there, without its having been com- 
mitted to them by this House. 

[ make these remarks, not because I desire to 
discuss this question in its political bearings, in 
any way or shape, but because I desire the House 
to understand that when I have come to the con- 
clusion, in my own mind, that this census print- 
ing does not come within the contract of the pub- 
lic printer, and is not, therefore, within the joint 
resolution of 1846, I hold that it is not, conse- 
quently, within the control of the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. GORMAN. I spoke upon that subject 
before. I stated that a resolution precisely simi- 
lar to this, to give the census printing to Donelson 
« Armstrong, provided they will contract for it on 
reasonable and proper terms, was submitted to the 
Joit Committee on Printing by one of the coérdi- 
ate branches of the Government—the Senate. 
The members of that committee, on the part of 
ie House, co6perated in recommending that that 
resolution ould be reported back to the Senate, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. What 
next? The Senate postponed action on the sub- 
ject for two weeks. I then proposed to the joint 
committee that we should take up the resolution 
and report it to the House, and if the House 
should pass it, it would expedite this printing. 


| 


| 


| 


_ Now, what shall we do in order to act in good | 
faith with both parties? We have reported to | 


this House the same resolution, which, with a 


slight variation, was reported to the Se ate, and | 


weask you to pass it. Why? 
clamor—it is to stop the cry that the public print- 
ing is notgoing on. All we ask is, that you shall 
give into the hands of the committee the power to 
make a contract with Donelson & Armstrong, if 
itcan be done. If it cannot be done, there is an 
end of it, 
Will you give it? If you will, I see no necessity 
lor speaking upon the subject of States-rights, se- 
cession, Free-Soilism, or anything else here upon 
this question. Gentlemen want to know why we 
Propose to give the job to Donelson & Armstrong. 
It is because we believe they will be able to do it 
as well as any one else, and as low as anybody 
tise, and we prefer to give it tothem, because they 
are political friends. I presume I shall not be 
misunderstood in this. Now, I ask that you will 
sustain this committee, constituted by your order, 
in this resolution which they have reported to the 
House according to your order. It is before you, 


It is to stop the | 


We ask that, and that is all we ask. | 


and lask you to reconsider the vote by which it | 


has been referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, where every gentleman 
who has had experience in this House knows 
that if it goes, you might as well consign it to the 


ec one a acacia 





tomb of the Capulets at once. In obedience to 
what I consider to be a pledge to the gentleman 
from New Jersey, [Mr. Skxenton,] 1 now move 
the previous question, though I will withdraw it 
if any gentleman desires to ask a question for in- 
formation upon the subject. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. GORMAN. Is it for information upon 
this subject? Ifit is, I will withdraw the call for 
the previous question for the gentleman. 

Mr. STANTON. It is. I desire to ask the 
gentleman this question: If the House refuse to 
pass this resolution, I want to know when and 
| where we may expect to have this printing done? 

Mr. GORMAN. I willanswerthe gentleman. 
If the House refuse to pass this resolution, the 
committee will then be at sea without chart or 
compass. 

Mr. CARTTER. I desire to inquire whether 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Gorman] has 
not yielded the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana 
| is entitled to the floor, and is on the floor. 

Mr. GORMAN. If any gentleman desires to 
ask any question for information upon the sub- 
ject of the public printing, I will yield the floor for 
that purpose. 

Mr. CARTTER. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man if he will be kind enough to withdraw the 
previous question. The gentleman madea long 
speech, and closes up by moving the previous ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indi- 
ana has withdrawn his call for the previous ques- 
tion, but he is still entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to inquire of the gentleman 
from Indiana whether, if the previous question 
be seconded, and the motion of the gentleman 
from New Jersey [Mr. Ske.ton] to reconsider 
| the vote by which this resolution has been referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union prevails, if we do not go back then 
under the operation of the previous question ? 
And I desire to inquire further, whether if, when 
we go back under the operation of the — 
| question, any amendment can be offered to the 
| resolution ? 

Mr. GORMAN. 
previous question. ‘ 

Mr. CARTTER. I move to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
motion I ask the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the ques- 
tion being taken, there were—yeas 134, nays, 51; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Allison, John Ap- 
pleton, William Appleton, Ashe, Averett, Babcock, Bar- 
rere, Bell, Bibighaus, Bocock, Bowie, Bowne, Bragg, Bren- 
ton, Briggs, Brooks, Geo. H. Brown, Burrows, E. C. Cabell, 
Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Thompson Campbell, Cart 
ter, Chandler, Chastain, Clark, Clingman, Colcock, Conger, 
Cottman, Cullom, Curtis, Dimmick, Dockery, Doty, Dun 
can, Durkee, Eastinan, Edgerton, Evans, Faulkner, Fick- 
lin, Fitch, Florence, Fowler, H. M. Fuller, Gamble, Gen- 
try. Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, Grey, Grow, 
Harper, [sham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Haws, 
Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Holladay, Horsford, Houston, 
John W. Howe, Thomas Y. How, Jenkins, Andrew Jobn 
son, James Johnson, John Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, G. 
W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, George G. King, Preston King, 
Kuhns, Kurtz, Mann, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, McDon 
ald, McNair, Meacham, Meade, Miller, Millson, Miner, 
Molony, John Moore, Morehead, Morrison, Murphy, New- 
ton, Orr, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Samue! W. Parker, 
Peaslee, Penniman, Pheips, Porter, Rantoul, Russell, 
Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Seud- 
der, Smart, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Stone, Strother, Sweetser, Taylor, Benjamin 
Thompson, Townshend, Tuck, Venable, Walbridge, Wal 
lace, Walsh, Ward, Watkins, Welch, Wells, Addison 
White, Alexander White, Williams, Woodward, and 
Vates—134. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Thomas H. Bayly, 
Breckenridge, Busby, Churchwell, Cobb, Dawson, Dean, 
Disney, Dunham, Freeman, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, 
Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Hart, Hendricks, Henn, 
Hibbard, Hillyer, Howard, Ingersoll, Letcher, Lockhart, 
Mason, McLanahan, MeMullin, Murray, Nabers, Olds, 
Penn, Polk, Price, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Scurry, 
David L. Seymour, Origen 8S. Seymour, Skelton, Freder 
ick P. Stanten, Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stevens, 
St. Martin, Stratton, Stuart, George W. Thompson, Wil- 
cox, and Wildrick—5l. 
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I will say this, I call the 





Upon that 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 
Mr. POLK. Itis now the usual hour. 
| that the House adjourn. 
The motion prevailed, and the House adjourned 
| till to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 
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PETITIONS, &e. 
he following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees 
By Mr. STUART: Several petitions of citizens of La 
porte, Lndiana, and Berrien county, Michigan, for the im 


provementof the harbor at New Buffalo, in said State of 
Michigan. 

By Mr. GROW: The petition of citizens of Susque 
hannah county, Pennsylvania, for a mail route from Sus 
quehannah depot, on the New York and Erie railroad, to 
Lenox, in said connty. 

By Mr. BABCOCK: The petition of merchants, ship- 
owners, millers, and others, of the city of Oswego, New 
York, praying Congress to make an appropriation to rebuild 
the foundation of the light house at Oswego 

Also, the petition of citizens of Oswego county, New 
York, praying that the military bounty land law of 1850 
may be extended to the widows of officers and soldiers en 
titled to the benefits of said law, whether married or unmar 
ried at the time of application. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of merchants, ship 
owners, underwriters, and other citizens of Philade!phia, 
interested in the commerce of that port, remonstrating 
against the repeal or linpairing the efficiency of the existing 
law relative to expenses of proceedings in admiralty against 
ships and vessels, and asking for additional and definite 
legislation upon the subject 

By Mr. BOWNE: The petition of citizens of New York 
and New Jersey, for a light-house on Mill Reef. 

By Mr. ALLEN, of Illinois: The petition of J. Parkin 
son and 8&0 other, citizens of Marion county, State of 
Illinois, praying that the mails may not be carried upon the 
Sabbath day. 

By Mr. JONES, of Pennsvivania: The memorial of 
Hutehison & Co. and 41 others, citizens of the United 
States, creditors of Texas, praying for the cnactment of a 
law to secure the payment of their claims on ‘Texas at the 
Treasury of the United States 

On motion by Mr. SCUDDER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Elijah Swift and others, of 
Massachusetts, asking an appropriation for the preservation 
of the harbor of Great Hoods Hole, and the accompanying 
papers, be taken from the files and referred to the Comunit 
tee on Commerce. 

Also, that the petitions of William C. Starbuck and others, 
Josiah Bradlee and others, Charles Holden and others, Enos 
Kent and others, Thomas Nickerson and others, Ezra Phin 
ney and others, William V. Kent and others, and Robert 
B. Williams and others, citizens of Massachusetts, asking 
for an appropriation for a breakwater at Great Point, Nan 
tucket, be taken from the files and referred to the Commit 
tee on Commerce. 


IN SENATE. 
W epvespay, January 28, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Butier. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the War Department, 
transmitting, in compliance with the resolution of 
the Senate of the 26th instant, a copy of a letter 
from Brigadier General Talcott to Colonel B. Hu- 
ger, dated November 1, 1850; which was read, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PETITIONS. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the memorial of 
William Newbold, assistant marshal for taking 
the Seventh Census in Pasquotank County, North 
Carolina, praying additional compensation; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the petitions of Ann 
tobinson, William K. Jennings, and Aphia W. 
Jennings, the legal representatives of William 
Bean, praying compensation out of the fund pro- 
vided by the treaty of Ghent for negroes carried 
off by the British troops in the war of 1812; 
which were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of as- 
sistant marshals for taking the Seventh Census in 
Piscataquis county, Mame, praying additional 
compensation. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 


Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of the 
Mayor and members of the Board of Aldermen 
and the Board of Common Council, of the city of 
Washington, praying that that city may be made 
a port of entry; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented the petition 
of Charles Mason, county judge of Des Moines 
county, lowa, praying the aid of the United States 
in the construction of a court-house and jail for 
that county; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

IRISH EXILED PATRIOTS. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I hold in my hand 
a copy of the resolutions adopted at one of the 
most respectable meetings ever assembled at De- 
troit, oma which the Governor of the State pre- 

|| sided, on the subject of the resolution pending 
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before us, for the intercession of this Government 
with that of England, to obtain the release of Smith 
O'Brien and the other exiled Irish patriots, now 
suffering for political offences in a British penal 
colony, in the Southern ocean. I fully concar 
with the sentiments expressed in these resolutions, 
which I think have been prepared with good feel- 
ing and good judgment, and in the measure it is 
desired the Government should adept. For my 
own part, I see no political objections, no indeli- 
eacy even in such a course, not of interference, 
in my view, but of merciful suggestion; a just tri- 
bute to the advancing opinions of the age. 

How mueh nobler is the friendly expression of 
interest and hope like this,conceived and commu- 
nicated in a proper spirit of deference and respect 
for another power, than the angry remonstrances 
which crowd the pages of diplomatic history in 
every age of this world! Such a proceeding is an 
intercourse of good offices honorable to the mo- 
tives of the country adopting it, and to the coun- 
try receiving it, if received, as | trust this would 
be, with the feelings of confidence and regard 
which dictate our conduet. Of course it imposes 
no obligations upon either of the parties, though 
certainly its favorable issue could not fat! to 


strengthen the ties of amity between England and | 


us. The Government of that country well knows 
that this is not a case where our application is 
uncalled-for, or which originates in unworthy 
motives. It knows well, that a very considerabie 
portion of our population is connected with Ire- 
land, either by birth or descent, and that many of 
them are connected also by the ties of blood with 
these unfortunate exiles. ‘They sympathize deeply, 


as do indeed the whole American people, with the | 


hard fate of these banished patriots—a feeling, I 
have no doubt, which prevails to a considerable 
extentin England, and one which animates the 
English people, and which they never fail to dis- 
play when such occurrences take place in other 
countries, 


It is said, sir, that this proceeding will open the 
way for similar applications, and that it is an im- 
proper interference with another Government, and 
ithas also been feared that we might be embar- 
rassed hereafter by the very precedent, applied to 


ourselves, which it is now sought to establish. 
Mr. President, a great change has taken place 
nm the opinions of the world, on the subject of po- 
litical offences. They nowhere carry with them 
reproach or shame. They violate indeed exist- 
ing laws, but they generally originate in the most 
raiseworthy motives, and are pursued at the 
Cred of every earthly cood, as Washington and 
a host of other illustrious men in ancient and in 
modern days pursued their patriotic enterprises. 
Nothing more distinctly marks the improved 
condition of public feeling than the abolition in all 
constitutional governments of those atrocious and 
revolting punishments, once inexorably inflicted 
by power upon patriotism. To feel and express 
commiseration for such victims is now acknowl- 
edged to be consistent with every principle of the 
most rigid morality. They are recognized as 
being unfortunate, but not vicious. Indeed, they 
are often noble men, as are those whose case en- 
gages our attention, and who deserve the kind in- 
terest of the world, both from their motives and 
their character, and also from the position, once 
higrh, but now low, to which they have fallen, and 
in consequence of an effort made not for them- 
selves, but fortheir country. It cannot be—there 
is not the slightest danger of it—that such a na- 
tional application will ever be made in any case but 
in one like this, which is as far from moral cuilt 
as innocence is from crime. 
this example will ever*be used or abused for the 
purpose of intermeddling with the ordinary crim- 
mal proceedings of other powers. The vicious 
will find no commiseration for their punishment, 
nor willany friendly hand be stretched forth to 
aid them. And even in this case, however much 
our interest might have been excited, it would 
have prebably led to no action, had we not found 
a justification in the circumstances T have stated. 
There is, therefore, no ground to apprehend that 
nations might become embarrassed by such appli- 
cations, or that they would lead to ill will or mis- 
understanding. As to improper interference, it 
appears to me an entire misconstruction of the 
term to apply it to a case like this. It is not in- 
terference at all; it is intercession. It is a simple 
request, made from the best motives in the best 


Let no one fear that | 
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spirit, and presented in the most unexception- | 
able language, and it leaves the British Gov- | 
ernment free to act its own pleasure, without 
riving us the slightest offence, should the resuit 
be unsuccessful. How such a course can he 
construed into improper interference, it passes 
my powers of comprehension to perceive, as it did | 
two years aco, to understand how the refusal to | 
make an appropriation to nraintain a Minister at 
the Court of Vienna could be an unjustifiable in- | 
terference with the Austrian Government. And 
after puzzling myself upon the subject, time and 
again, Lam just as much in the dark as ever. It | 
is best to let a little common sense into oar diplo- 
matic questions, and not be too sensitive as to the 
expression of our sentiments under proper circum- 
stances. Depend upon it, sir, we shall best pre- 
serve our own self-respect by such a course, and 
secure the respect of the world. 

If this request is granted, it would be an act that 
would produce a most favorable effect upon the 
people of this country; and if refused, as I have 
said, there the matter would end, unless, indeed, | 
the British Government should so far forret what | 
is due to itself and to us,as to givea rude answer, | 
not justified by the circumstances, nor the manner 
of the application. Ihave no belief, sir, that such | 
a sratuitous folly would be committed; and even 
if it were, we should find some means of not being 
left in debt upon the occasion. National dignity 
is a good thing, but let us mot be everlastingly | 
afraid that ours is in danger. 

As to the encouragement that this step would 
vive to similar applications by other powers to us, | 
it does not occasion me the slichtest concern. 
When such a case occurs here, and a like interest 
is felt elsewhere, and from like circumstunces, 
and an intercession is made fora similar object, 
and in unexceptionable language, I trust it will be 


received in the best feeling; aye, and granted, too, | 
unless there are far stronger objections to the 
measure than there appears to me to be in the | 
present instance. If there could be any fear, | 
which I am satisfied there would not be, of the 
release of these banished sufferers, lest they might | 
again become dangerous, let them he sent to this | 
great asylum of the oppressed of all nations, 
where we shall be ready to receive them, and ad- | 
mit them to all the privileges of our political sys- | 
tem as soon as the provisions of our Constitution 
will permit. If England hails their departure, we 
should welcome their arrival. 

One word, sir, on the subject of precedents, | 
whose appearance I anticipate on this occasion, as 
an old enemy, alwavs upon the alert to enforce the 
stand-still policy. For once letus put a foot down | 
without first peering carefully about to ascertain | 
if a foot was ever placed in that precise spot be- 
fore. Let us yield to the generous sympathy of | 
our nature. Let us obey the inspirations of the | 
age, and try, where the trial is proper, *‘to set | 
the prisoner free.”’ If the world must have pre- | 
cedents, let us make one; they have been made | 
before us; and this will be a precedent for peace, 
and not for war; for mercy, and not for vengeance 


| hor oppression; a precedent for intercession be- 


tween Governments, in favor of suffering human- 
ity. Let us set an example, if there never was | 
one before. 
There have been examples enouch of folly and 
cruelty in national inter-communications. We 
shall lose, neither in position nor character, by | 
endeavoring to furnish some of wisdom and mer- | 
cy. If success follows the effort it would be a | 
brighter page in our history, than is supplied by | 
the bloodiest and most renowned of our battle- 
fields. [ shall vote for the original resolution, 
even if it is not modified, because, though the 
President has declined to enter into a diplomatic 
correspondence with the British Government upon 
this subject, on an application recently made to | 
him, I do not understand that he would have any | 
objections to such a measure, if Congress should 
take upon itself the responsibility of inviting his | 


action; and I feel assured that the President would || 


be gratified to see the accomplishment of the ob- | 
ject, by means, that might appear to him proper, | 
as he expressed upon that occasion, the sympa- 
thies, that an American citizen and an American 
Chief Magistrate ought to feel, under such cir- 
cumstances. But, sir, there is a mode, in which 
this expression of national feeling may be ob- | 
tained, and this difficulty and others too, that have | 
been urged, avoided, and that is, by so modifying 
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the resolution, that it shall not require a forms) 
communication to the British Governmey; \._ 
shall be merely the expression of the dee ae 
the American people feel in the fate of t 
and our hope, that they will be 
to the condition of freemen. 

This course would require no formal diplomat 
correspondence, though it would make P 
legislative history, testifying the feelines of the 
people, and would become known to the Britiei 
Government, through their Minister or throyor, 
our own, in an informal way, as is often the ‘con 
and also by the public journals of the day, ana 
the moral effect would be as great as a More direos 
application. I cannot believe that the British 
Cabinet would hesitate to yield toa wish of this 
country so unexceptionably expressed, 

Mr. President, is it surprising that the Symna.- 
thy of the whole American people is 90 generally 
awakened by misfortunes, as deplorable as thecs 
cases present, and which appeal 80 powerfully ¢ 
the best feelings of our nature, and in an egn, . 
manner to that large class of our fellow-citizens 
who trace their origin to Ireland? Wherever ther. 
is political oppression in the world, the heart of a 
Irishman is with the oppressed, and his head ang 
hands too, when the suffering is within his rea 

Jreland has furnished, and yet furnishes, a crea 
portion of our emigrant population, whose worth 
and talent and industry have added largely to the 
power and resources of the country. ‘The victin 
of harsh and hard laws at home, the emicyay 
from that unfortunate land, knows how to vale 
liberty here; and I believe it would be a phenome. 


non to find an Irishman who was not ardently 
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| attached to the Constitution and union of these 
| States. 


And this attachment they have sealed with their 


blood, upon every battle-field from Quebec to Mex- 


ico; defending with unsurpassed valor the stand- 
ard of our country, from Montgomery, who fel} 
almost under the Arctic Circle, to my friend from 
Hlinois, |Mr. Snveiys,| who poured out his blood 
like water beneath the northern tropic, and gave 
me a proof of regard, rarely offered ot received 
by man, by sending me the expression of his 
kind recollection, when heand the friends around 
him thought the hand of death was upon him, 
and from which condition his recovery was littl: 
less than miraculous. He who has no sympailiy 
with such citizens, nor part in their sympathies 
has few feelings in common with me. 

As the resolution is already before us, 1 move 
that these proceedings lie upon the table and be 
printed. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Let the resolutions be read. 

The Secretary read them as follows: 


Whereas.in the year 1848, when the people of Ireland 
felt deeply aggrieved for their political and social condition, 
and alleged that that condition was in a great mer 
owing to the administrative policy of the Government of 
England towurds that country : 

Aud whereas Messrs. O’Brien, Mitchell, Meagher, 
O’Donohne, Martin, O’Dougherty, and others, deemed that 
a resort to revolutionary measures was the only remedy 
presented by which to redress the grievances complained ol: 

And whercas their error, if they did err, was one o! opin 
jon as to the best mode to be adopted to remedy the existing 
evils and relieve the sufferings of the people of Ireland 
which sufferings and the necessity for relief were acdiitted 
by the Government ef England: oA 

And whereas the means adopted by these political offend- 
ers against the existing authorities of the British Empire 
resulted in their condemnation and banishment to a pena 
colony : 

And whereas we deeply deplore their present sufferings, 
and anxiously desire their release and restoration to Wur 
families and to society: ' 

And whereas a resolution is now pending before the Con 
gress of the United States in the following words, to wit a 

‘* Be it resolved, &c., That in consideration of te gener) 
sympathy felt by the people of the United States for Smith 
O’Brien, Thomas F. Meagher, and their ismmediate ase 
ciates, (exiled Irish patriots,) and the warm sympathies 
felt by the countrymen of these distinguished sufferers, wh” 
have become citizens of the United States, the President 
of the United States be requested to authorize a cor’ 
spondence to be opened with the Government of her Majes- 
tv, the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, appealing 
the magnanimity of the British Government and people 
their behalf, and respectfully requesting the liberation ; 
these personages from their present confinement, with an 
offer to receive them upon the hospitable shores of the Uni 
ted States.” : a 

Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with Messrs. 
O’Brien, Mitchell, Meagher, and their associates in ¢x!, 
and heartily respond to the sentiments contained in, and e 
objects contemplated by, the foregoing resolution, ane heat 
spectfully recommend to our Senators and Representati 
in the Congress of the United States, that they each 
to the same an earnest, cordial, and efficient support. t 

Resolved, That we do not assume for our Gov — 
the right to dictate to, or in any wise intericre with, the ac 








in. 28. 


ea forma} 
iment, 
ep inte 


res 
ese EXileg. 
ly restore d 


diplomati. 
part of our 
Nes of the 
the Britis 

r thro: oh 
N the case 

> ds ay, and 
nore d lreet 
he Brit 

ish of thi . 
he sympa. 
) Fenern V 
le as these 
Werfully 

AN e9necia 
W-Citize ‘ 
re ver there 
heart ofa 
Ss head ar 
his rea 

1es, a frear 
lose W wrth 
rely to th e 
Phe vietiy 
Pp enecrant 
W tO value 
phenon e- 
it ardently 


Nn of these 


| with their 
ec to Mex- 
the stand- 
y, who fell 
riend fron 
t his blood 
, and gave 
tL received 
ion of his 
1ds around 
upon him, 
y was 

sympa 
ympathies, 
us, I move 
le and be 


s be read 


je of Treland 
aul conditi 





eat measur 
yveriment oi 


1, Meagher 
deemed that 
only remedy 
mplained ot 
one oOo oom 
y the existing 
of Treland- 
ere admitted 








itical offend 
‘itish Empire 
itto a pena: 


nt sufferings, 
tion to ther 


fore the Con 
rds. to wit 

f the general 
es for Smith 
nediate asso 
| symopaties 
ufferers, who 
he President 
ize a corr 

of her Majes 
appealing 
nd people in 
liberation of 
ent, with ar 
»s of the Uni 


vith Moeers. 
ites in exile, 
“d in, and the 
tion, and re- 
yresentatives 
y each give 
apport. 
Government 
with, the ac 





1852. 


1y foreign pow er, in relation to its domestic potiey, 
pon of a1 mber of the great family of nations, desirous of 
' 1 a8 es in the hearts of governments a care for the hap- 
< o ‘indi viduals, a solic itude for their improvement, 
a ympathy for their sufferings, we wish to express in 


_ oo 


. 


a form our painful sense of the condition of the individ 
this FOR" yestion, and ask such respect for our application 
aa oni comport with the dignity and policy of Great Brit- 
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~ and the humane and liberal sentiment of the age, be 
- “ that the advanceme nt of civilization and christian 
y has induced an international sympathy which we 
rey justifies such a proce dure on our part. 
oe That the strength of the British Empire and 
; o- cent tranquillity of Ireland, forbid the idea that these 
veal offenders cannot be set at liberty with safety to 
Government, and that when the public security or the 
ation of the sufferer is not the purpose or the appa 
dency of punishment, but the reflection of terror 
the gratification of resentment, it only tends to exas 
al a its victims, corrupt its authors, and deaden the morat 
se of the community which it affects. 
Resolved, That the exerc ise of this act of ¢lemency and 
oa “y on the part of the British Government, in obe dience 
i he request ot America, would tend to efface the asperity 
which became interwoven wit th the early history of the 
Republic, and establis h more plainly the relations of amity 
: 4 peace, Which now so happily exist between the two 
Coverunie ute 
R river T hat a copy of the foregoing preamble and res 
tions be forwarded by the president of this meeting to 
the President of the U nited States, the Presidentof the Uni 
oa i ites Senate, and each of our Senators in that body, 
ithe Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each 
¢ our Representatives in that body. 


Mr. HALE. Ido not propose to detain the 
Senate but a moment; but I rise to express my 
cordial approbation and assent to every word 
which has so eloquently fallen from the lips of 
honorable Senator from Michigan. It is 

ely that I allow myself to throw a considera- 

) personal to my self upon this body, or upon 
any body which { have the honor to address; 
but upon this occasion I hope the Senate will in- 
dulze me fora moment, if | suggest a single fact 
that may excuse somewhat the warmth which I 
feel on this subject. 

Sir, my mother, many years dead, was the only 
child of an Irish exile. His name was O’Brien. 
And I should feel, if in this place, or in any place, 
whenever and wherever a word of symp: athy i is 
to eee for an Irish exile and an O’Brien, 

t [should be false to every pulsation of my 
in wt, to every drop of blood that flows in these 
veins, and to that which no man can be false to, 
the memory of a deceased mother, if [ did not ex- 
press it. No, sir;let whatever consequences, per- 
sonal or political, stand in the way, so long as the 
blood of my mother flows in my veins, and so 
long as I remember who I am, and what I am, 
whatever words of sympathy, of counsel, or of 
encouragement, an Irish exile can have, that he 
shall have from me. 

These are the reasons and the motives which 
impel me,and they are powerful beyond and over 
everything else. 1 confess that if [ have an im- 
pulse and a passion, which is reckless and uncal- 
culating as to consequences, it is when an appeal 
is made to my heart for an Irish exile, more par- 

‘ularly and emphatically when that exile is an 
O'Brien. Sir, go with the honorable Senator 
from Mic higan—! go for this movement with all 
my heart; and I yield to the truth of another dec- 
laration of the honorable Senator and that is, that 
the heart of the Irishman is with the oppressed. 
Ido not want to give that a technical, local, 
fanatical meaning. It is true there is an "old max- 
im of the common law, that ‘ corporations have 
no souls; ** and hence it is inferred, that having no 
souls they have no sympathies, no affections, ‘and 
no hearts. It mi ay have been true; but I trust 
that this great cor poration of States ‘and commu- 
nities may come forward and demonstrate to-day 
that that exploded idea of the common law is not 
irneas relates to this great corporation of munici- 

ities and States; and that we shall demonstrate 
that we have souls and hearts that can feel. 

If, from motives of State policy, the President 
the United States shall decline to interfere, it 

’e none the less true that the resolution of the 
American Senate has been spoken, and that it has 
spoken and echoed and reéchoed the sentiments 
of the great American people, and that will carry 
with itall the moral force that it is entitled to. 
So faras that is concerned—the moral force that 
isto be attached to the declaration of the senti- 
ments of the American Senate—with all respect 
‘o the President of the United States, I tell him it 
is of very little consequence w hether his name is 
affixed to itor not. Theresolution will have been 
entertained, the Senate will have spoken, and 
whether the British Government shall lend a re- 
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sponsive ear to the interposition loniala h we propose 
to make or not, it will have its mora! effect, and it 
will reach and cheer the hearts of these victims of 
oppression in their lonely and desolate place of 
exile. Sir, it will do thatif it does nothing else; 
and it will teach another lession—it will teach the 
oppressed the world over that the nations of the 
earth have exploded and are exploding the notions 
that corporations, great and small, have no souls, 
and that they have learned that the men of which 
they are composed have souls, and have hearts, 
and that they do not forget the promptungs which 
spring from those hearts; that they assume the 
responsibilities which belong to them as Senators. 
Having said thus much I leave the subject, with 
the earnest hope that the Senate will consent to 
act favorably in relation to it. 

Mr. BUTLER. I would like to saya single 
word in connection with this subject. ~ 

The PRESIDENT. There is no question be- 
fore the Senate, but by unanimous consent the 
Senator can proceed. 

Mr. BUTLER. There are many reasons 
which would induce me to take an active part for 
the release and pardon of these patriots who have 
been made so much the subject of eloquent eulogy. 
Permit me to say, however, that if the object of 
gentlemen be to procure the release and pardon of 
John Mitchell and Wm. Smith O’Brien, | believe 
they are taking the very worst course that could 
be suggested to accomp lish the obj ject. Ifa prop- 
er application were to be made to the British 
Queen, by an appeal to the British Minister, er 
in some other mode that would be likely to be ac- 
ceptable, as an appeal] to her clemenc y; perhaps 
the object might be attained. But if in ap ply ing 
for the pardon of these pari lots, you use the lan- 
guage of reproach to the British Government, you 
might as well expect to release a victim with his 
hand in the wolf’s mouth, by irritating the wolf. 
If you expect to attain the object contemplated— 
and I am sincerely disposed to take every reason- 
able measure to effect it—it is not to be done by 
reproaching the British Government. 

There are many considerations which would in- 
duce me to take a special interest in the fate of 
these gentlemen, particularly in the fate of one of 
them. Iallude to Mr. Mitchell. I have thought 
that something might bedone, but not in this way 
—not by making it a subject of political discus- 
sion—(by that course we might cheer the Irish 
and rouse them, and obtain their applause and 
support, for ought | know, but we shall not sub- 
serve the end contemplated of procuring the par- 
don and release of these prisoners)—for, by that 
course, we shall defeat the very object in view. 
Why, ‘do you suppose that you can approach the 
British Government and tell them that this is our 
opinion, and that it must yield to the demonstra- 
tions of public feeling in America, upon the sub- 
ject of their government? 1 will answer for it, 
‘that John Bull has resentment enough to hurl back 
upon you any such attempt to influence his policy 
by a les gislative demonstration of this kind. No, 


; SIrS it is a false step—pe rmitme so to say. I am 


willing to vote for any resolution in favor of these 
patriots, who have been banished from their coun- 
try because they loved it; and who were willing 
to run the hazard of measures of redress for 
wrongs, which they suppose -d, at least, they were 
suffering under. Sure ly something must be par- 
doned to the spirit of liberty, under which they 
acted. My sympathies are with them. But to 
make my views effective, [am not going to take 
a step of this kind, which I know must result in 
failure. If we are todo things of this kind, when- 
ever we may think it convenient, in relation to 
foreign Governments, we may involve ourselves in 
the predic ament of making a demonstration when 
we cannot bacx it by any legislative act whatever. 
I am not willing to see the American Senate or 
the American Government place itself in the situa- 
tion which it cannot maintain. If you intend to 
take this position for the purpose of procuring the 
pardén of these exiles, you are not to do it by 
menaces and reproaches; you are not to do it by 


mere vain declarations, that the institutions of 


Great Britain are rotten, and that we intend to 
correct them by our interference, and rescue Ire- 
land. The object will not be attained by declara- 
tions of this kind. 

I would to God I could take some step for the 
release of John Mitchell and Smith O’Brien. | 


|| will not state all that I have done in relation to this 
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matter; but I have been perfect = willing to join 
with others to approach the Briush Government 
in such a way as to procure their pardon. I be 

heveut might have been done, or that something 
might have been done towards it; but | cannot 
countenance a proceeding of this kind, which I 
think must result in utter failure. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I donot mean to speak on this 
subject at present; but I do wish to say to my friend 
from South Carolina that I feel there is vreat force 
in the remarks he has made this morning. I feel 
that the object cannot be accomplished by an at- 
tack upon the British Government. My object in 
rising at this time was to ask the Senate to take 


up the resolution which is now on the table, in re- 
gard to this subject, in order that some future day 
may be assigned fof its consideration. 1 leave 
that day at the discretion of the Senate; but I 
wish the resolution to be taken up at as early a 

When it shall be taken up I 

wish to say afew words on this subject. | would 

state that | wish the resolution to be taken up for 

the purpose of offering an amendment so as to 

avoid making it a diplomatic measure. My ob- 

ject Is so to modify the resolution as to avoid the 

possibility of a repulse on the part of the English 

Government. I should be ae sorry to see this 

Government make an application, officially, to the 

British Government, which that Government 

would be authorized to treat with contempt. As 

a citizen of this country, | should be one of the 

last to seek to place this Govesnment in that con- 

dition. My object, therefore, is to put the resolu- 

tion into such a form as that, while, indirectly, it 

will accomplish the object, as I trust it will, we 

shall at the same time preserve the dignity of this 
Government under all circumstances, and give no 
earthly or reasonable cause of offence whatever to 
the British Government. When the resolution 
shall be called up at some future day, I hope 

to be able to put it into that shape; or if I should 
not be able to accomplish it, | hepe the honorable 

Senator from Michigan, who hasalready made the 
suggestion, and other Senators more experienced 

than I am, will aid me in the accomplishment of 
that end. 

Mr. CASS. I would suggest to the Senator 
that he had better lay his amendment on the ta 
ble, and let it be printed, 

Mr. SHIELDS. I would like to have as early 
a day as possible fixed for the consideration of the 
resolution. 

Mr. BADGER. Why not to-morrow ? 

Mr. SHIELDS, (after consultation with several 
Senators.) I will say Monday, as I believe there 
is no special business before the Senate for that 
day. In accordance with a suggestion of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan, I will not call up the resolu- 
tion until to-morrow; and I will prepare my 
amendment in the mean time. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that, 
inasmuch as there is no question before the Sen- 
ate, and as the resolution to which the Senator 
from Illinois refers is on the table, this discussion 
is altogether out of order. It has only been tol- 
erated by unanimous consent 

Mr. BADGER. 1 merely wish to remind the 
Chair that there is as mucha subject of discussion 
now before the Senate as there was when the Sen- 
ator from Michigan made his speech. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is aware of 
that; but he did not know, until the 
were handed up by the Senator from Michigan, 
what that Senator was about to bring before the 
Senate. . 

Mr. CASS. I held the resolutions in my hand 
while | was speaking. 

Mr. BADGER. | believe that, under the rules, 
_no Senator can make a speech unless there is some 
subject before the Senate rhere must either be 
a motion pending, or he must make a motion be- 
fore he can make a speech. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair did not know, 
until he saw the resolutions presented by the Sen- 
ator from Michigan, whether there was any sub- 
ject properly before the Senate. 

The resolutions were laid upon the table. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. SOULE, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the corporate authorities 
of Shreveport, Louisiana, on the files of the Senate, rela- 
ting to a Marine Hospital at that place, be referred to the 
Commiittee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 


day as possible. 
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Ordered, That the petition of Joseph H. D. Bowmar,on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate, 
relating to the claim of John P. Duval, be referred to the 
Committee on Military Aflairs. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of William Y. Hansell, Wil 
liam H. Underwood, and the legal representatives of Sain 
uel Rockwell, deceased, on the files of the Senate, be re 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs-at-law of Joseph 
Valliere D’Hauterive, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was 

Ordered, That the message of the President of the United 
States in relation to California claims, communicated the 
26th instant, be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
joint resolution to provide ice-boats for the Poto- 
mac river, reported it back without amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred a bill ‘* to amend 
an act entitled ‘ Anact for the punishment of crimes 
in the District of Columbia,’ ”’ reported it back 
without amendment. 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a joint resolution authorizing 
the paseo of the ninth volume of the laws of the 
United States; whfth was read and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred a memorial of F. 
McManus, reported a bill for extending like prin- 
ciples to those conferred by the act entitled ‘* An 
act allowing drawback upon foreign merchandise 
exported in the original packages to Chihuahua and 
Santa Fé, Mexico, and to the British North Amer- 
ican Provinces adjoining the Uunited States,’’ ap- 
proved March 3, 1845, to foreign merchandise 
exported to Mexico by certain indicated routes; 
which was read and passed to the second reading. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
merchants, underwriters, and others, interested in com- 
merce, presented the 2lst instant. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill to remit or 
refund duties on goods, wares, and merchandise 
destroyed by fire, reported it with amendments. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill for the relief of Williams, Sta- 
ples & Williams, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill for the relief of James Fer- 
guson, surviving partner of the firm of Ferguson 
& Milhado, reporied it without amendment. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the memorial of 
William Woodbridge and Henry Chipman, pray- 
ing compensation for services in adjusting titles to 
land in Michigan, reported a bill for their relief; 
which was read and passed to the second reading. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
J. Smith, and that it be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
George Hervey. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis- 
charged trom the further consideration of the memorials of 
marshals and assistant marshals. praying additional com 
pensation for their services in taking the Seventh Census, 
which have been referred to that committee, and that the 
same be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MORTON, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of Gad 
Humphries, and that the same be referred tothe Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. McRAE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill entitled “*An act to repeal 
the proviso in the act of Congress entitled ‘An act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1852, and for other purposes,’ 


of the salaries of the officers of the Territories of || 
the United States.”’ 

Mr. SOULE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to establish a naval depot 
in or near New Orleans. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DOWNS obtained leave to bring in a bill 
for the relief of L. E. L. A. Lawson, sole surviv- 
ing heir of General Eleazer W. Ripley, deceased; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


SAN DIEGO RIVER. 


Mr. GWIWN submitted the following resolution 
for consideration; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of appropriating 
such sum of money as may be necessary to divert the river 
of San Diegointo False Bay; which river now empties into 
the bay of San Diego, and by its deposit is gradually filling 
up said bay, thereby creating a formidable obstruction to its 
navigation. 


DEBATES OF THE SENATE. 


On motion by Mr. NORRIS, and by unanimous 
consent, the vote ordering the resolution for settle- 
ing the accounts for reporting the debates and 
proceedings of the Senate to be engrossed and read 
a third time, was reconsidered. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 
said resolution; and having been amended on the | 
motion of Mr. Norris, reads as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and instructed to audit, and from time to 
time to setile the account of John C. Rives, for the reports 
of the Senate proceedings and debates published in the 
“Daily Globe,’ at 87 50 per column: Provided, however, 
That in auditing and settling such accounts nothing shall be 
allowed for the publication of revised speeches, a report of 
which has once been published, nur for messages and re- 
ports from the executive officers of the Government, nor 
for reports from committees of the Senate. | 

Ordered, That the resolution be engrossed and read a 
third time. 


THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution submitted by Mr. Foote, of Missis- 
sippi, and amended on the motion of Mr. Bapcer 
us follows: 

A Resolution declaring the Measures of Adjustment to 
be a definitive settlement of the questions growing out of 
domestic slavery. 

Be it resolved, That the series of measures embraced in 
the acts entitled ** An act proposing to the State of Texas 
the establishment of her Northern and Western boundaries, 
the relinquishment, by the said State, of all territory claimed 
by her exterior to said boundaries, and of all her claims 
upon the United States, and to establish a territorial govern 
ment for New Mexico,” approved September 9, 1850; “An 
act for the admission of the State of California into the 
Union,” approved September 9, 1850; ‘‘An act to establish a 
territorial government for Utah,’’ approved September 9, 
1850; ** An act to amend and supplementary to an act en- 
titled ‘An act respecting fugitives trom justice, and persons 
escaping trom the service of their masters,’ approved Feb- 
ruary 12, 1793, *? approved September 18, 1850; and “ An 
act to suppress the slave trade in the District of Columbia,”’ 
approved September 20, 1850, commonly known as the 
‘* Compromise Acts,” are, in the judgment of this body, a 
settlement in principle and substance—a final settlement of 
the dangerous and exciting subjects which they embrace, 
and ouglit to be adhered to by Congress until time and ex 
perience shall demonstrate the necessity of further legisla- 
tion to guard against evasion or abuse. 

Mr. DAVIS addressed the Senate at some length, 
in opposition to the resolution. His speech will 
be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. MANGUM. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi has intimated a desire to address the Senate 
on this subject. 

Mr. McRAE. That was my intention. 

Mr. MANGUM. 1 will very cheerfully give 
way to the gentleman for that purpose. If I can 
get the floor when he shall have concluded his re- 
marks, I will endeavor to get rid, if such be the 
sense of the Senate, of the further consideration 
of this resolution. I think the debate on it has 
been wholly unprofitable; and if it produces the 
slightest effect on the public mind, it will be that 
which is pernicious and deeply injurious. How- 
ever, out of courtesy to the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, who is here for the first session, I feel it to 
be my duty to give way to him; but I hope I shall 
be able to obtain the floor after him. 

Mr. McRAE. Mr. President, I thank the hon- 
orable Senator from North Carolina for the cour- 
tesy which he has extended to me; but there will 
not be time enough to-day for me to make the re- 
marks which I desired to make on this resolution, 
and the questions embraced in it. I therefore ask 
the Senate to adjourn now, so as to enable me to 


approved March 3, 1851, relating to the payment |) speak to-morrow. 


journ, and move to postpone the further ep 


| ican indemnity bill. 
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Mr. MANGUM. [hope the honorable 
tor will withdraw that motion, as it is ‘wll ena. 
that we should go into executive session Portant 


Mr. McRAE. I withdraw 


~, 


the motion to ad 


nsiq. 


eration of the resolution until to-morrow 
o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On the motion of Mr. MANGUM, the gn. 
proceeded to the consideration of executive Lot 
ness; and after some time spent therein the don 
were reopened, and, on motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 


» at One 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepvespay, January 28, 1859, 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. [| 


by the Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Moreay. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


Mr. HOUSTON moved that the House resoly 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the star: . 
the Union. : 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. If the motion, 
go into Committee of the Whole do not prevail, 
ask what will be the first business then bef 
House? 

The SPEAKER. It will be the call of com. 
mittees for reports. ii 

Mr. HARRIS. [hope it will be the pleasure 
of the House to allow the morning hour to be -. 
propriated to the regular order. be 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the House yi) , 
into Committee of the Whole, and finish the Mey. 
It is very necessary that the 
House should come to some final action upon that 
subject as soon as possible. There is a specia 
order for to-morrow, and gentlemen must see then. 
portance of disposing of the indemnity bill to-day, 

Mr. McLANAHAN. Iask the chairman of 


> rayer 


e 0 f 


al, [ 
re the 


| the Committee of Ways and Means to withdray 


the motion to go into Committee of the Whole. in 
order to allow me to make a report from the Com. 
mittee on the Judiciary. Itis a report which | 
am confident the House is anxious to receive: an@ 
I submit to the gentleman from Alabama [Mr 
Houston] whether it will not better facilitate the 
business of the House by allowing this report now 
to be made? 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the House have no ob- 
jection to receive the report of which the gentle 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. McLananan) de- 
sires to present—as it is a report which will have 
an important bearing on one of the appropriation 
bills—I shall not object; but I must decline to 
withdraw my motion to go into committee. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Peno- 
sylvania can present his report only by unaui- 
mous consent. 

Mr. SMART. I object, unless the other con- 
mittees be allowed to present reports. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now beg to press my 
motion to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; and upon that motion | ask 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to ask if 
the bounty land bill, which is made the specia 
order for to-morrow, will not then take precedence 
of the Mexican indemnity bill ? 

TheSPEAKER. It will take precedence. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Attherequest of gentleme 
around me, I ask the consent of the House ' 
withdraw the call for the yeas and nays. | ¢ 
not wish unnecessarily to take up the time of th 
House. 

There was no objection, and the call for the yeas 
and nays was withdrawn. 

Mr. HOUSTON asked for tellers; which wert 
ordered, and Messrs. Houston and Fow er wert 
appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers r 


ported—ayes 10], noes 29. 


So the motion prevailed. 


MEXICAN INDEMNITY BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Mr. Jones, of Tennessee,in the chair. _ , 

The CHAIRMAN stated the first business " 
order to be the annual message of the President 
of the United States, and the resolution of the ge? 
tleman from Alabama [Mr. Hovsron] to refer 
to the several standing committees. 
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Mr HOUSTON. I move to take up House 
No. 46, to provide for carrying into effect, in 
cher part, the twelfth article of the treaty with 
ee eoncluded at Gaudalupe Hidalgo. 





" 


\ cic, P . : 
ae motion was agreed to, and the bill was read 
«fo lows: 


sacted, Se., That the sum of $3,180,000 be, and the 
enacted, 


. ; reby appropriated out of any money in the Treas- 
same” stherw ise appropriated, for the payment of the in- 
: nt and interest, Which will fall due on the 30th of 


sal". under the twelfth article of the treaty between 
Ma rod States and Mexico, made and coucluded at 
( i jupe Hidalgo, on the 2d of February, 1848. 
Gusde - . 4 
rhe CHAIRMAN stated the question pending 
ri ‘on the amendment of the gentleman from 
menia {Mr. Mars arr] to the amendment of 
sentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson.] 
The amendment of Mr. Jounson, of Tennessee, 
‘3 read as follows: 
i (nd that said sum be paid over to the proper authorities 
Mexico by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
sea under the supervision of the President.”’ 
The amendment of Mr. Marsnatu, of Califor- 
. to the amendment was read as follows: 
i” provided, That the President may cause the payment 


se made at such time and in such manner as will be most 
table to the Government of Mexico.” 


accep 

Mr. MEADE demanded tellers upon the ques- 
von. but they were not ordered. 

"The question was then taken on the amendment 
‘the amendment, and it was rejected. 

The question then recurred upon the adoption 
ofthe amendment of the gentleman from Tennes- 
ee, (Mr. Jounson,] and being taken, it was de- 
cided in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If there is no amendment 
p 
and report the bill to the House. 

Mr. DISNEY. I desire to offer the following 
amendment: 

“ To be paid in a manner conformably to the request of 
the Mexican Government.’ 

Mr. Chairman, | am by no means prepared to 
say what I should like to say, but I feel I could 
not permit the opportunity to pass without stating 
distinctly to the House and to the country my 
views with regard to this matter; and my present 
purpose is, upon some future occasion, when I 
shall have time and opportunity, to elaborate the 
matter. 1 desire now simply to state, in the time 
allotted to me, that the correspondence submitted 


to the House, under the resolution of the House, | 


has substantiated the charges before this commit- 
te. And I now, standing in my place as one of 
the representatives of the American people, dis- 

ctly and specifically arraign the present Admin- 
istration, at the bar of the public oe of this 
interests intrusted to their care. I arraign it for 
wronging the Treasury of the Republic out of a 
large sum of money which might have been saved 
to it by agreeing to the proposition of the Mexi- 
can Government for the payment at some place in 
the United States of the money due to her. Iarraign 
them for disregarding that comity, which should 
exist among all the nations of the earth, but par- 
ticularly between our Government and the Gov- 
ernment of the Republic of Mexico at this peculiar 
time, and by the disregard of which this Admin- 
stration has not only injured the monetary inter- 
esis of this country, but they have given a blow 
to its political interests in the future. The corre- 
spondence submitted to this House shows that 
with Mexico this has been a most important mat- 
ter. The Mexican Minister was instructed to 
press 1t to the very verge, but to abstain from 
ctually giving offence. To Mexico it was indeed 
mportant. Mr. Webster admits that the request 
was made, and he admits, too, that he promptly 
refused to listen to it,—a refusal which, in view 
othe anxiety of the Mexican Government, must 
iereafter be deleterious to the political interests of 
‘tis country, not only in relation to the general in- 
rests which may arise between the two Repub- 
‘ts, but particularly in reference to a right of way, 
and the establishment of convenient communica- 
tions between our fellow-citizens upon this shore 
and those upon the Pacific shore. For already 
We see the fact announced in the public prints 
Me 4 proposition is pending upon the part of the 
‘“exican Government to grant a right of way to 
‘he direction, care, and management of England. 

therefore say that I arraign this Administra- 
‘ion for willfully and without justification, per- 
mitting the best interests of the country to be 





_ward by the Secretary of State. 


ending, I move that the committee do now rise |) 


Secretary of State. 


| tion of this House, with the chairman of the 
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aa P } 
sacrificed by subjecting the Government of Mex- | 


ico to the cupidity of British bankers, and to the | 
political influence of our rival, England. And | 
what is the justification? Why, the wretched, 
miserable plea, that the terms of the treaty having 
fixed the time, mode, and place of payment, it was 
not competent for the Executive to alter it,—a plea 
utterly untenable. And here permit me to say, 


| that no man on earth would-saucily flout the re- 


ceipt of acquittance in the face of a foreign Min- 
ister who should come forward with a reclamation 
for money paid under such circumstances. 

But, independent of the argument which I think 
will be found to be perfectly irresistible, a single | 
fact shows the insufficiency of the plea put for- | 
' We had it au- 
thoritatively announced a few days since, by the 


| chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 


that a part of the very first payment was made 
by the Government, not in gold and silver, as the 
terms of the treaty required, but in ordnance. | 
Again, in the case of the man Forstall, who, upon 
one occasion, advanced some hundred thousand | 
dollars 
[Here the Speaker’s hammer fell.] 
Mr. HOUSTON. I would say a word to cor- | 
rect an erroneous impression in the mind of the 
gentleman from Ohio. I intended to say on a for- 





| mer occasion—but I do not remember the precise 


language I used—but the idea I intended to convey 
was, that the arms were disposed of and the pro- 
ceeds were applied to the payment, in part, of the 
installment; and the records will so appear. I 
say the amendment of the gentleman ought not to 
be adopted. 

Mr. DISNEY. I care nothing about the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman says he cares 
nothing about the amendment, and therefore I do 
not wish to consume any time in discussing it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I propose to 
amend the amendment as follows: 


Provided it impose no additional expense upon the United 
States. 


Mr. J. said: It seems the conclusion is foregone, | 
and that this House, with the chairman of the 


| Committee of Ways and Means at its head, is 


determined to indorse the course pursued by the 


Mr. HOUSTON. Notat all. 


Mr. JOHNSON. One thing that we have been 
complaining of, and considered to be wrong, is, 
that the Secretary of State should go on, in advance 


of an appropriation being made by Congress, and 


make a contract with a set of bankers for the pay- 
ment of money, that he did not know whether the 
Congress of the United States would appropriate 
a dollar to meet or not. This we assume to be 
wrong, and as going beyond the legitimate duties 
of the Secretary. But it seems to be the inten- 


Ways and Means at itshead, that Mr. Webster’s 
course is to be indorsed. We are told, further- 
more, in this discussion, and that, too, by the | 
chairman of the former Committee of Ways and 
Means, that the Secretary of State authorized him 
to say, that this proposition would not have been 
accepted, in connection with Mr. Green, had the 
Mexican Government agreed to pay twenty per 
cent. Such a remark is contained in his printed 
speech; and he was authorized to state it to this 
House and this country, that if this Government 
could have realized twenty per cent. by this oper- | 
ation, that this Secretary would not have accepted 
it. What is the conclusion to be drawn from this 


| declaration, which the chairman of the committee 
/ was authorized to announce to this country? Is 


not the conclusion clear and irresistible in regard 
to the Secretary of State, that ‘‘I have made an 
arrangement with my friends, by which I can be 
benefited, or by which my friends can be bene- 
fited, and which cannot be departed from, notwith- 
standing some persons may come forward and 
offer twenty per cent. for the privilege of transact- 
ing this business?”’ I say these facts oughtto be 
known to the country. With all these facts be- 
fore us—the making of this contract in advance of 
any law making an appropriation, and without 
even kowing whether this House would take upon 
itself the high responsibility of refusing to make 
the appropriation--we are called upon to indorse 
these high-handed measures. J say for one—and 
I speak irrespective of party—I intend to give my | 


4ii 


emanating from 


vote against such proceeding, 
what quarter it may. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I had not designed 
to Say ni vthing more about this matter, and am 
very reluctant to do it now. The gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. Jounson] says that | had been 
authorized to inform this House that if this offer 
of Duff Green had proposed to have given us 
twenty per cent., 1t would not have been accepted, 
So I was. But the gentleman undertakes to infer 
from that, that it establishes that Mr. Webster, 
having made a contract with his friends, would 
not have varied that contract even though the 
Government would be greatly benefited thereby. 
Did not 1 inform this House, at the same time, 
that it was Mr. Webster’s opinion that he had no 
legal authority to accept these terms? That was 
Mr. Webster’s opinion. It is my opinion, and I 
venture to say would be the opinion of nineteen 
twentieths of the Congress of the United States, 
who would look at the subject. Is the Secretary of 
State, the President, or the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury authorized to accept these drafts? Have 
they any other authority than the authority con 
ferred upon them by the Constitution and the law ? 
I ask, where is the law upon the statute-hook 
authorizing the Secretary of State, or the Secre 
tary of the Treasury, or anybody else, to accept 
these drafts from the Mexican Government? 
Why, sir, a transaction more void of authority it 
is impossible to conceive of than the idea that the 
Secretary of State is to accept drafts upon our 
Treasury, in absence of law spttifically to author- 


. on . ° 
ize it. There is no authority authorizing him to 
do it. Is he an independent power? Has he any 


right without authority of law to bind our Treas- 
ury or commit our Government in a moneyed 
transaction? Why, sir, it is nothing but the re 
spect | feel for some gentlemen who have enter 
tained such an idea, that prevents me from speak 
ing of it as one of the most monstrous propositions 
I ever heard propounded in the American Con- 
gress, 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was rjected. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, proposed the 
following amendment: 


Provided, That it shall not be inconsistent with the terme 
of the treaty made between the two existing Governments 

Mr. JOHNSON. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, in the conclusion of his remarks, informed 
the House that it was merely out of respect to 
some members that he did not speak of this prop- 
osition in stronger terms. Ido not know what 
those terms would have been, other than what he 
has generally given. In other words, he treats 
the idea as being supremely ridiculous. Well, 
sir, at this stage of the proceedings, I consider it 
ridiculous and in violation of the law, of the 
spirit and genius of the Constitution and the 
treaty itself, for Mr. Webster to have made the 
arrangement, and for him to come forward and 
indorse it in advance of the appropriation by 
law of the money. I assert that it is in violation 
of law, and that Mr. Webster, nor anybody else 
had the right to accept drafts upon the Treasury 
when the money had not been appropriated. But 
is not it as just, as legal, and would it not be as 
much in conformity with the treaty, to make the 
arrangement through General Green, or the Mexi- 
can Minister, with the Mexican Government, as 
through the Barings & Brothers, in advance of the 
appropriation of the money? Most unquestion- 
ably it would. And how do the facts stand? 
There was an attempt to make an arrangement 
with Mr. Clayton, when he was the Secretary of 
State, for the payment of this money; and what 
did he sity upon the subject? He said that in ad- 
vance of an appropriation by Congress, he did 
not feel authorized to make any arrangement. 
Thus far the position is true. But if we could 
make an arrangement with one class of individu- 
als in anticipation of the appropriation, could we 
not make an arrangement with another class? [It 
is a mere matter of discretion—of the exercise of 
the judgment of the parties authorized to make 
the payment. How does this matter stand? Here 
is a negotiation going on, and suppose the money 
was appropriated, as it was proposed to be, some 
twelve months ago, could not the Treasurer of the 
United States accept a draft drawn by the proper 
authorities of Mexico, and pay money upon that 
draftas well asupon a draft drawn by anybody else? 
Oh! but the gentleman seems to think otherwise. 
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There are some gentlemen who may attempt to 
make themselves masters of the law, and assume 
to know everything. A proposition upon the part 
of one Government to another, Is a mere question 
of agreement not to infringe the spirit of the treaty. 
The question will come up afterwards, whether 
the treaty had been complied with or not in the 
payment of the money. If the Mexican Govern- 
ment drew a draft upon this Government after the 
money was appropriated by law, let me ask, how- 
ever ridiculous it may be conceived by some, if it 
would be in violation of the treaty for this Gov- 
ernment to accept that draft—merely to accede to 
the proposition in the payment of the money? 
Does it smack in the slightest degree of violation 
of law, of infringement of the treaty? Not at all. 
But this arrangement would have saved, I am 
authorized to believe, an immense sum to the 
Government, had the money been appropriated. 
How does the present proposition stand? They 
come forward and say that they will give us secu- 
rity and vouchers to the Government at the proper 
time. Whatare they? ‘They will put in pledge 
Government stocks bearing an interest of stx per 
cent., and propose to pay the Government of the 
United States three and a half per cent. for the 
money that is to be appropriated fourteen months 
in advance. Do not these stocks bear as much 
interest by being pledged to the Government as 
they did before? And what then is the operation? 
We, in effect, pay them two and a half per cent. 
for this operationg ‘This is the whole of the mat- 
ter. It is for the percentage, the shaving that is 
to fall into the pockets of those concerned, that 
they have consented to the whole thing. 

Mr. MEADE. My colleague (Mr. Bayty] 
has in a measure expressed an opinion adverse to 
the one I expressed on a former occasion, and in 
doing so he took occasion to say that nineteen 
twentieths of the lawyers of the country would 
be also of an opinion different to it; and I think 
it somewhat incumbent upon me to make a short 
reply. , 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must here 
state, without calling the gentleman to order, that 
under the rule five minutes is allowed for the ex- 
planation of, and five minutes for opposition to, 
the amendment, and not for a general discussion 
upon the merits of the original preposition. 

Mr. MEADE. I am opposing the amendment, 
and 1 suppose I will be allowed the same latitude 
as has been extended to other gentlemen who have 
spoken upon this subject. Now, this was paid 
by drafts substantially, although not in a com- 
mercial point of view, not technically, to the Bar- 
ings & Brothers, through their agent Forstall. 
Drafis were sent here by Forstall to be paid; and 
why could not drafts in the same shape be sent 
by the Mexican Government, by her agent, to be 
paid ? They were, instead of being commercial 
drafts in the usual form, certificates sent to the 
Secretary of State, to the effect that Forstall had 
advanced so much money to the Mexican Gov- 
ernment, and that that advancement was to be 
taken out of the indemnity due her. When we 
speak of drafts, we mean drafts in that form and 
substantially to that effect. It was a certificate 
upon the part of the Mexican Government, that 
Forstall should receive $650,000 of the indemnity 
which was due to Mexico upon the 30th day of 
May, and that is the form in which the drafts 
could have been presented in favor of Mexico or 
the agent of Mexico. Weare speaking about the 
substance, not the shadow, of things. It is true, 
as my colieague says, that a commercial draft, 
drawn in the way he supposes, could not be ac- 
cepted by the Secretary of State; but any notifi- 
cation, like that in favor of Forstall, could have 
been given in favor of Marks, or any other agent 
of the Mexican Government, and the amount thus 
certified to, as having been advanced to the Mexi- 
can Government, could be deducted out of the in- 
demnity which was due on the 30th of May. If 
you go into the details of the whole of that pay- 
ment, you will find that not one cent of the money 
was paid in any other way. In point of fact, the 
whole three millions of dollars thus paid by the 
Barings & Brothers to that Government, was 
drawn for by them here. I will venture that 
without knowing the fact, because it was the 
easiest way by which it could be done. The 
draft in favor of Forstall proves not only that the 
draft was paid here, but that it was paid months 
before the indemnity was due; and so the arrange- 


ject. 
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ment could have been made in favor of Mexico. 
Why could it not have been made as much in 
favor of Mexico as the Barings? 

Mr. FREEMAN. Mr. Chairman,I wish 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman cannot 
submit any remarks upon this amendment, nor 
can he ofier any amendment, as there is now an 
amendment pending to the amendment. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment of Mr. Jounson was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY moved, pro forma, to strike out 
the words ** Mexican Government.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending question is 
upon the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, 
‘*to be paid in conformity to the request of the 
Mexican Government.’’ The gentleman from 
Virginia proposes to strike out the words ** Mexi- 
can Government.”? It willthen read ‘* to be paid 
in conformity to the request’’ 

Mr. BAYLY. If the amendment prevails I 
shall then move to fiil the blank. Mr. Chairman, 
my colleague has certainly not examined this mat- 
ter with his usual care. If he had he certainly 
would not have misconceived the subject as much 
as hedoes. He asks the question, why we could 
notacceptdrafts of the Mexican Governmentas well 
as those of the Barings? The Barings never drew 
any drafts in form or substance upon our Govern- 
ment. By their contract, on the day of payment, 
they were to inake the payment in gold and silver 
to the Mexican Government, and to take their 
receipts for it. I presume they provided them- 
selves with the money to make the payment by 
drafts drawn in Mexico upon London and New 
York. But they drew no drafts upon our Gov- 
ernment; and I undertake to say, if my colleague 
will think of it for a moment, that he will say that 
drafis drawn by Mexico upon this Government 
and accepted by our Secretary of State, without 
express authority of law for him to do so, wou'd 
not be worth the paper they were written upon. 
To assume that they would be, is to assume pow- 
ers in the officers of this Government independent 
of law. It is to assume that they have independ- 
ent and distinct powers inherent in them, and not 
conferred by law. 
certificate, to which the gentleman refers, was 
nothing but a ratification by the Mexican Govern- 
ment to our Government that they had hypothe- 
cated to the extent of his advances, or in other 


words, that they had given him a lien to the ex- || 


tent of his advances upon this indemnity, to be 
satisfied when it should be paid. They could have 
given that lien toany other bankers; and the fact 
that the Barings were our agents did not give 
them any advantage over other bankers, as I have 
before explained. But I am done with this sub- 
Everybody understands it whoever will un- 
derstand it. I shall not say one word more in ref- 
erence to it, no matter what turn the debate may 
take. ; 

Mr. MEADE. My colleague says he is done 
with this subject. I am not quite done with 
it yet. I will just read to my colleague a few 
lines of a letter which was addressed to the Sec- 
retary by the Barings: 

* It will be perceived from the foregoing, that the con- 
tractors made all their payments to Mexico out of their 
own funds, and were afterwards reimbursed in the United 
States, ata date averaging the 15th of May, and the last 
and largest payment by the United States to the contract- 
ors of two millions of dollars was not made until the 27th 
of June, nearly one month after they had paid the full in- 
staliment to Mexico.” 

Now here isan admission on the part of the 
bankers themselves that we had paid them pre- 
vious to the 30th day of May, when this money 
became due under the treaty. How? Everybody 
familiar with such transactions knows how. 


Those drafts were drawn by the Barings—this | 
certificate was sent by the Mexican Government | 
For- | 


to our Secretary here, notifying him that 
stall, for instance, had advanced so much money, 
and was entitled to that amount of money out of 
the indemnity which was due. ‘Will my colleague 
tell me how did these bankers draw out of the 
Treasury previous to the 15th day of May any 
portion of this indemnity, if it was not for the 
yurpose of paying the Mexican indemnity, either 
»y transferring it there or by drawing drafts upon 
it here? This letter is an admission of the thet, 
and my colleague cannot get over that admission. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I move to amend the amend- 


|, ment 


The CHAIRMAN. 


Now, I say that Forstall’s || 


It is not now in order. |! 


__ dan, 98 


j oe — 
| There is an amendment to the amendment ne... 
The question is upon the amendment. 8 
amendment offered by the gentleman fro i 
ginia, (Mr. Bayty.] m Vir 
The question was then taken and it was 
agreed to. ' 
Mr. CARTTER. I move to reinsert the w..3 
if in order, ** the Government of Mexico» 
The CHAIRMAN. The amendnie, 
not be in order. 
Mr. CARTTER. I move to strike q,, . 
word ** request,’’ and insert the words «.,.. 
ant to.”’ —_ 
Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of that amos 
ment, because I think it raises substantially +h, 
issue that has been made in the discussion y,,.. 
this subject, and brings up the conflict th»: ) 
been waged between the Secretary of State and; ; 
authorities of Mexico. I am in favor of jt « . 
substantial amendment—an amendment Proto, 
ting the right and rebuking the wrong. The gy. 
tion raised in that amendment is, whether +, 
Government, in its treatment of a kindred Rep . 
lic upon our own continent, shall consult the «& 
sires of that Government, or shall sacrifices ; 
interests to its creditor, and pass that Govern. 
ment through the hands of successive Monetary 
speculators, before the fund, which we hones: 
owe her, is honestly paid to her? A technical ey. 
ception has been taken by the honorable memby 
from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,] who presided oye 
the Committee of Ways and Means during 4 
last Congress. It was a technical exception only 
He has been compelled, in the specious defence js 
has made 
Mr. BROOKS. 
Mr. CARTTER. 
out of my time. 
| Mr. BROOKS. The amendment of the genie. 
man from Ohio (Mr. Carrrer] is to strike oy 
| My point of order isthis: that his argument show) 
be confined to the reasons why the words py. 
suant to the’? should be inserted, and confined 
strictly to that. If the gentleman will permit me 
to say, I have no objection to this debate going oy 
to any extent, if it will be permitted on both sides 
of the House. If we are going to pass the bill, 
let us stop the debate. 

Mr. CARTTER. My argument was addressed 
to the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is not 
debatable. The question of order, in the opinion 
of the Chair, is well taken. Under the rules, after 
| debate has been terminated, five minutes areallowed 

for explanations of amendments, and five minutesto 
oppose such amendments as may be offered. The 
good sense of the House, or the members, must, to 


nt Would 


Lis 


ig 


I rise to a question of order, 
I hope it will not be taken 


| a very great extent, control them in that matter; 


| because it will be impossible for the Chair to say 


i] ‘ J 
| how gentlemen intend to apply their arguments; 


and if they violate the rules of order, it will, per- 
haps, be impossible for the Chair to enforce them 


'; Itis very clear, that under the rules of the Ho 


| the original proposition, or the merits of the bill 
are not now under consideration. 


Mr. CARTTER. Does the Chair apprehend 


| the force of that amendment, permit me to inquire! 
| My amendment is in form ‘ pursuant to the re 


quest of the Mexican Government.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 
gentleman, | believe, is to insert the words “ put- 
suant to the’’ before the word ‘* request.”’ liw 
then read ‘‘ to be paid in conformity and pursuant 
to the request.”” 


Mr. CARTTER. I move to strike out the word 


| “conformity. ”’ 


The CHAIRMAN. 
amendment. Both cannot be entertained. 
Mr. CARTTER. I wish to ascertain, if * 
verbal amendment is introduced by a member, 
and it enters into and forms a part of the sense 0! 
| the amendment, whether he is confined toa defi- 
nition of the word thus introduced ? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair stated the ament- 
| ment as the gentleman proposed it, and decided the! 
he could not make another motion to amend whet 
one was pending. His motion was, to msert « 
word in one part of the amendment, and he cal 
not move to strike out a word in another part. 
Mr. CARTTER. That is a part of the me 
tion. 7 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not he 
| the gentleman move to strike out anything. 
Mr. CARTTER. If my amendment was m'* 


That will be a double 
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* jerstood, I will accommodate the gentleman 

i New York in a few minutes. I will with- 

ron ag in that connection it makes no sense at 
AW i a it was misunderstood by the Chair. 

vs question was then taken, and the amend- 
+ to the amendment was rejected. 

Me CARTTER. I now propose to amena the 
| if it is in order, so that it will read, 


emenament, cS ’ 
a of the request of the Mexican 


9 pursuance 
vernment.”” 
Mr. BROOKS. 
eman-""""" a - . 
Mr CARTTER. If this does not allow dis- 
son, 1 do not want to discuss it. I wish to 
agin the fact, Whether it brings up my right 
* conse the merits of the amendment itself. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that, 
jor the rules, the gentleman from Ohio will be 
: nfined to the explanation of his amendment— 
, words “in pursuance of the request of the 
Mexican Government’’—that is, as to the pro- 
soty of inserting his amendment into that of his 
‘slleawue; but, in the opinion of the Chair, it 
does not open the merits of the whole question on 
sie original bill, because the resolution terminating 
debate says, the debate upon the bill shall termi- 


" I do not want to interrupt the 


Mr. DISNEY. I would inquire respectfully of 
she Chair, What are the merits of the main ques- 
von pending -—if there is anything else involved, 
, simply to make this appropriation of three 
millions of dollars? 
“The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would answer 
the gentleman, that the question of propriety of 
raving this money is, perhaps, not now before the 
ymittee for discussion; upon that the House 
pave ordered the termination of debate. Now, it 
is to the amendment pending, offered by the gen- 
tleman himself, and to the amendment of his col- 


league, that the rule requires he should confine ! 


himself to an explanation of. 

Mr. CARTTER. In explanation of the sense 
of the expression, *‘in pursuance of the request 
of the Mexican Government,’’ I was proceed- 
ing to remark—and I shall confine myself to 

point, for [do not wish to discuss anything 
else—that it raised before this House the simple 
issue, whether we would consult the will of Mex- 
ico in this payment, or whether we would consult 
the directions given by the Secretary of State. 
Now, unless there was some sinister reason—un- 
less there was some selfish consideration entering 

nd forming the quo animo, with which the 
Secretary of State seeks to defeat the will of the 
Mexican Government in the receipt of this money, 
I hold that he would consult that will. The very 
fnet that he turns his back upon it—the very fact 
that he disregards the expressed will of that 
Government, brings to light the inevitable sus- 
picion 

Mr. BROOKS, (interrupting.) I rise to a point 
oforder. I have no objection to this discussion 





going on 

Mr. CARTTER. 
point of order. 

Mr. BROOKS. My point of order is this. 
There is an amendment submitted by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Disnwey,] that the money 
shall be paid ** conformably with the wishes of the 
Mexican Government.’’ The amendment sub- 
uitted by the other gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
CarTrer] is, to strike out ‘* conformably with,”’ 
and insert ** pursuant to.’ M y point of order is, 
that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Carrtrer] 
‘ould show the reason for striking out ‘ con- 
formably with,’’ and inserting ‘* pursuant to,”’ 
and that his whole argument should be directed to 
that object, and to that only. 

Mr.CARTTER. That means that my argu- 
ment must be strictly technical. 

The CHAIRMAN. The 34th rule provides: 


“No member shall oceupy more than one hour in debate 
" any question in the House, or in committee; but a 
member reporting the measure under consideration from a 
emmittee may open and close the debate : Provided, That 
Where debate is closed by order of the House, any meinber 
‘hall be allowed, in committee, five minutes to explain any 
amendment he may offer, after which any member who 
‘hall first obtain the floor shall be allowed to speak five 
intnutes in Opposition to it, and there shall be no further 
tehate on the amendment; but the same privilege of debate 
shall be allowed in favor of and against any amendment 
‘at may be offered to the amendment.’? 





Go ahead and state your 


The Chair thinks, as he before stated, that un- 
Cer the rule the gentleman must confine himself to 
*. explanation of his amendment. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. CARTTER. Will the Chair be good 
enough to give me the limitation within which | 
must confine my remarks? I do not exactly com- 
prehend it. ‘The question raised in my own mind 
is, Whether I am confined to a literal explanation 
of the words, or whether I may discuss the sense 
of my amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the 
gentleman’s explanation, to be within the rule, 
must be to show to the committee the difference 
between the words ‘in pursuance of,”’ and ** con- 
formably with,’’and to give reasons why the words 
he moves to insert should be adopted in place of 
those used in the amendment of his colleague. 

Mr. CARTTER. IL appeal from that decision. 

Mr. DISNEY. I desire to say one word. 

The CHAIRMAN. The appeal is not debata- 
ble. 

Mr. DISNEY. Iam not going to debate it at all. 
But as there seems to be a question about words, 
I desire that my amendment shall be read in my 
own English. I never used such English as has 
been read from the desk. 


The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair has certainly 


, not altered a word of the gentleman’s amendment. 


Mr. DISNEY. 
forming to.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I would inguire of 
the Chair, whether the construction which he puts 
en the 34th rule has ever been practically put 


I wrote it **in a manner con- 


| upon it? 


Mr. CARTTER. Never in the world. 

The CHAIRMAN. It has been the uniform 
practice since the adoption of the rule; but, as the 
Chair before said, it must depend to a very great 
extent upon the regard paid to that rule by the 
members themselves. 

Mr. CARTTER demanded tellers on the ap- 
peal; but they were not ordered. 

And the question being taken, the decision of 
the Chair was sustained. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

The question recurring on Mr. Disney’s amend- 
ment, it was put, and the amendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. CARTTER. I now move the amendment 
just offered by my colleague, [Mr. Disney,} with 


this change, that I have inserted the words * in | 


pursuance of ’’ in lieu of ‘in conformity with.” 
Mr. HIBBARD. ‘That amendment is sub 


stantially the same as the one just voted down, | 


and I submit that it is therefore out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order, on the ground that the committee had sub- 
stantially rejected the amendment, having first 
voted down the amendment to the amendment and 
then the amendment. 

Mr. ROBBINS. 
vending ? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
pending. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Then I move that the com- 
mittee rise and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had the Union generally under con- 
sideration, and particularly House bill No. 46, to 
provide for carrying into execution, in further 
part, the twelfth article of the treaty with Mexico 
concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo, and had in- 
structed him to report the same to the House 
without amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The position which 
I have occupied during the discussion upon this 
bill has precluded me from taking any part in it, 
or from making any explanation in justification of 
the course which 1 have heretofore, and which I 
shall upon this occasion feel it my duty to pursue. 
At the same time, my relation to this question at 
the last Congress and at the present Congress re- 
quires of me, I think, a few words in justification, 
or, at least, in explanation of my course; particu- 
larly when I reflect that there are those upon this 
floor who take a different view of this question to 
what I do, to differ from some of whom always 
creates in my mind a distrust of the correctness of 
my own opinions. But, sir, being thoroughly 
convinced, and as thoroughly satisfied of the cor- 
rectness of the course which I have usually pur- 


Is there any amendment now 


There is no amendment 
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sued in regard to this measure, I desire to state, in 
a very brief manner, why it is that | now take 
that course. 

It will be recollected that at the last session of 
I was a member of the Committee of 
Way sand Means, from which a bill was reported to 
and passed by this House, to pay the third install- 
ment of the Mexicanindemnity. I was also upon 
that committee when it re norted to this House a 
bill to provide for the payment of this last install- 
ment. Both of these bills met my approbation, 
and they were reported here with my ‘assent and 
approval. And this bill has been aga 


Congress 


in reported 


at the present session with my consent and appro- 
' 


bation. During this discussion, however, the 
course which the Committee of Ways and Means 
felt itself called non to pursue has been called in 


Now, I want to know when the mes- 
ie President of the United States was re- 
ferred to our committee, asking this House to ap- 
the money necessary to pay this last 
installment, what was the duty of that committee? 
Why, it was our duty to inquire, in the first place, 
whether the money asked for by the President was 
required in order to carry into. eflect the stipulna- 
tions of the treaty with the Government of Mex 
ico. Inthe performance of that duty, therefore, 
we looked to the twelfth article of that treaty, and 
we found that this Government had 
by that treaty to pay the Government of Mexico 
$15,000 ,000—$3,000,000 to be paid down at the 
time of the ratification of the treary, and 43,000,000 
at the end of each twelve months thereafter, with 
on the whole amount then due until the 
whole $15,000,000 should have been paid. 

[A message was here received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by the hands of M. 
P. Firitmore, his Private Secretary, announcing 


question, 
i 


sage of tl 


ropriate 


es 


bound itself 


Interest 


that he had siened sundry bills. ] 

Mr. J. continued. In February, 1849, a bill 
was passed by the Congress of the United States 
appropriating $3,720,000, being the first install- 
ment, with the interest due up to the 30th of May, 
1849. The same bill also appropriated the amount 
necessary for the payment of the second imstall- 
ment, which would be due on the 30th of May, 
1850, and which, with the interest, amounted 
to $3,540,000. That bill, which appropriated 
47,260,000 for the payment of the two first install- 
ments of this indemnity, was in precisely the 


same terms as the one now under consideration, 
except so far as rerards the amount and date. It 
simply made an appropriation of the money, 
without giving any direction to the Executive in 
relation to the mode of payment. And it passed 
this House by a vote of 187 to &. In 1850—at 
the first session of the last Congress—a bill, in 
precisely the same terms, making an appropria- 
tion of $3,360,000, passed this Flouse with only 
thirty-five or thirty-six votes against it. Now, 
when the President’s message, asking for this ap- 
propriation this session, was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, we looked into the 
treaty, and found that all the money which this 
Government had stipulated to pay, w ith the excep- 
tion of the last installment, amounting, with the 
interest, to $3,180,000, had been paid; 
stallment will be due the 
The committee report the bill making appropria- 
tion for the payment of this money exactly as all 
the other bills have been reported; but when it is 
brought in here, the question is raised, that we 
must direct the manner and which the 
payment is to be made. That is a question with 
which I shall have no concern whatever. I come 
not here to defend the Secretary of State. I come 
not here to defend the Secretary of the Treasury. 
If the payment had heretofore been made by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, I would not interfere 
to direct it to be paid by any other officer. If the 
President of the United States should even direct 
the assistant Treasurer at the city of New York, 
or the assistant Treasurer at the city of New Or- 
leans, or any other individual who might be se- 
lected as the medium through which this payment 
was to be made, I should not be willing to inter- 
fere by giving a different direction, and by that 
interference to release the Executive from all! re- 
sponsibility in the matter, and to take that respon- 
sibility upon ourselves, when this is clearly and 
exclusively a duty which belongs to the Execu- 
tive of the country. 

I can very well imagine why the Mexican Gov- 
ernment should come here and ask that the Sec- 
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retary of the Treasury should pay this money. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, it will be recol- 
lected, during the late war with Mexico, evinced, 
in the opinion of the Democratic party, a much 
stronger partiality for the cause of Mexico than he 
entertained for the cause of the United States. But 
suppose we should direct the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury to make this payment, what do we do? 
What does it amount to? Why, itis saying that 


we have more confidence in Thomas Corwin than | 
Now, I ask my | 


we have in Daniel Webster. 
friends upon this floor, if there is one here who is 
willing to say, by his vote, that he has greater 
confidence in Thomas Corwin, the Secretary of 


the ‘Treasury, than he has in Daniel Webster, the 


Secretary of State? 

Mr. DISNEY. 
him. 

Mr. JONES. 
has greater confidence in him. I beg to say 

Mr. CARTTER. I take pleasure in saying 
that, as far as I am concerned, | have no confi- 
dence in either of them. 

Mr. JONES. Well, I do not intend by my 
vote to say that I have greater confidence in the 
present Secretary of the Treasury than I have in 
the Secretary of State. The Constitution of the 
United States provides that the Constitution and 
all the laws made in pursuance thereof, and all 
treaties made under the authority of the United 


States, shall be the supreme law of the land. It | 


says that the President shall be the Executive 
officer of the Government, and that it shall be his 
duty to execute the laws. 
treaty made with Mexico, and ratified by both 
Governments, is declared by the Constitution of 


the United States to be the supreme law of the | 
Government, and the President is required to ex- | 


ecute it. But the President cannot execute this 
provision of that treaty until Congress has placed 
at his disposal the amount of money necessary to 


enable him to make the payment, and to fulfill the | 
obligations of the treaty which we have contracted | 
Then I | 
hold that it is the duty of Congress to ceprente 

-resi- | 


and bound ourselves to comply with. 


the money necessary, and leave it to the 


dent of the United States to direct the mode and 
manner in which it shall be paid. 

But suppose we should adopt the amendment 
and provide that it shall be paid in the manner | 


which the Mexican Government desires. Does 
any man suppose that the Mexican Government 


would take less than the amount which would be | 


required to pay the installmentin Mexico? Does 
any man suppose she would accept of less than 
one hundred cents upon the dollar if paid in the 
city of New York? The gentlemam from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Meape] says she would take four and 
a half per cent. less. Mr. Speaker, if there is any 
such evidence before this Congress or before the 
country, | confess that I have not seen it, I have 
not, perhaps, read this correspondence of the 
Mexican Minister, Mr. De la Rosa, with as much 
care as some other gentlemen. But in that cor- 
respondence, if 1 have read it aright, Mr. De la 


Rosa informs this Government, that the Mexican | 
Government had received advances in money from | 
I do not see that he has any au- | 


Mr. Forstall. } 
thority to ask this Government to pay Mr. For- 
stall in America, the money. Itappears from this 
correspondence that the Mexican Government had 
received at one time $400,000, and at another, 
$250,000; but that Government is not bound to 
reimburse that money. Again, it is said that it 
could be paid on better terms through drafis on 
Mr. Marks. Now, I want to know, if it appears 
anywhere in this correspondence that the Mexi- 


can Minister was ever authorized to receive the | 


money at all, or any part of it? [ask if there is 


a lawyer upon this floor—for I do not make any | 


»yretensions to one—who will say that a Minister 
Doniaatintions and Envoy Extraordinary of 
Mexico can receive the money due from this Gov- 
ernment to Mexico? According to my informa- 
tion, he cannot. I have seen no authority from 


that Government to Mr. De la Rosa to receive | 
3ut suppose our | 
Government had accepted and paid the draft of | 


any part of this installment. 


Mr. Marks: had the Mexican Government ever 
engaged to accent those drafts? 
are informed. Mr. De la Rosa asks that this Gov- | 
ernment should accept them, but he did it without | 
any authority from his Government, so far as I | 
have seen, to make that request. 


{| 


I have greater confidence in | 


My friend from Ohio says he | 


Now, I hold that the | 


Not so far as we | 
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Now, sir, it seems to me that in this whole ques- 


tion it has not been a fight in regard to the manner | 
in which this installment shall be paid, because the | 


Government of the United States has lost anything 


which rightfully belonged to it, but because the | 


Government has not had enough of the Shylock 
infused into it in this transacuon—because we 
have not saved as much or made as much by the 
payment of this installment as we might have done. 
Now, let us see how these installments have been 
paid. The first installment of three millions, paid 
in cash, was, | understand, paid through General 
Butler, then commanding our forces, or a portion 
of them, in Mexico, at the time of the ratification 
of this treaty. 
dollars, and saved upon it, in the way of exchange, 
$41,000. The second installment was paid in 


1849, under an appropriation made in February of 


that year, and approved by Mr. Polk, when he 
was President. As I understand that question, 
Mr. Walker, the then Secretary of the Treasury, 
made a contract for the payment of the second in- 
stallment before the law appropriating the money 
was passed. It was paid in Mexico, being the 


installment of $3,000,000, and $720,000 the interest | 


upon the twelve millions unpaid from the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty to the time of the first payment, 
one year. That amount was paid, saving a pre- 
mium of four and a half per cent. The $3,720,000 
paid in 1849, under the direction of Mr. Polk’s 
administration, was paid with $3,552,600, being a 
saving to the Government of $167,400. 

The second payment made under the appropri- 
ation act of 1849, and approved by Mr. Polk, but 
paid under General Taylor’s administration, being 
$3,540,000, was paid, less a premium of about four 
and one third per cent., being $3,386,616 26, 
making a saving to the Government, upon that 
installment, of $153,383 74. 

The third installment of $3,360,000 was paid 
with $3,242,400, a saving of about three and a 
half per cent. premium, being a saving, in the ag- 
gregate, upon the third installment of $117,600. 

The present installment of $3,180,000, if it shall 
be paid at a premium of three and a half per cent., 
will be pai 
$111,300. 

Then we find that the saving is as follows: 
Upon the cash payment at the ratification of the 

tEALY ..ccccccccccscccccscscsces 941,000 00 
Upon the first installment........... 167,400 00 

‘© ** second installment........ 153,383 74 

third installment. ......... 117,600 00 
fourth installment......... 111,300 00 


$590,683 74 
Making an aggregate of not quite $600,000 
saved, in the way of premium, upon the whole 
transaction with Mexico; and so much less than 
by the face of the treaty we were required to pay 
her. Now how is this done? If you directed the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay this money, he 
certainly would not send to Mexico an agent, and 
there draw drafts upon this country, in order to 
raise the amount of money there to pay it, because 
he would have no authority to do such a thing. 
Then you use these agents—as this and all other 
governments have done, and, I presume, will do— 
in the performance of this sort of duties. These 
men go to Mexico and draw bills upon this coun- 
try, upon England, upon France, perhaps upon 
Amsterdam, and other places, where the commerce 
of the country may require. They sell those 
drafts there, and when they have accumulated the 
money, they pay it to that Government and take 
a receipt therefor, and bring them here and receive 
the money from this Government. 
Now I think the Committee of Ways and 
Means, at each time when it reported a bill in con- 


nection with that treaty, has discharged strictly | 


and faithfully its duty to the country. I think that 
this bill should be passed as it comes from that 
committee, making the appropriation and giving 
no direction about it. If any gentleman here will 
come and ask for an investigation of this matter, 
to know when, where, how and in what manner 
there has been corruption or favoritism, by which 
high officers of the Government have improperly 
received money, or have improperly put mone 

into the pockets of their friends, I will go with 
them, and give them every facility in my power, 


for a strict and scrutinizing investigation into the | 
whole question, that it may be developed to Con- | 


gress, and be exposed to the country. 


He paid those three millions of 


with $3,068,700—being a saving of || 


ie, 
Mr. HOUSTON. Task the previous q ; 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. | ia 
tleman from Alabama to withdraw his men oe” 
a single moment. I wish to offer a sin 
ment, I intended to have offered in 
tee; and I will move the previous question 
if the gentleman desires it. It is as follow 

Provided, The President of the United States shall ¢ 
bound to accept of any propositions for the pay ment of. 
installment, that may be offered by the proper Mey, on 
thorities, if not deemed inconsistent with the inte ; 
the United States. \ 

Mr. HOUSTON. § IfI withdraw for one. »,... 
is no telling where we shall stop. I feel ; ,. 
duty to moveit. “4 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then I hope the } 
vote down the previous question. 

Mr. J. demanded tellers on the previous gy 
tion; which were ordered, and Messrs. Hovs) ; 
and CHANDLER were appointed. . 

The question was then taken, and the teljp 
reported—ayes 111; noes not counted, a 

So the previous question received a second. ans 
the main question was ordered to be put. Ty, 
main question being: Shall the bill be eneroges 
and read a third time? it was put and carried jp 
the affirmative. 

Mr. DUNHAM moved a reconsideration of th, 
vote by which the bill was ordered to be on. 
grossed and read a third time, and that the motigy 


Motion ss 


al 
4 


© amend. 
the Commi: 


Myself 
rs. 


TeSts 


Louse y, 


| to reconsider be laid upon the table; which |ate 
| motion was agreed to. 


The bill was then read the third time, and the 
question now being, Shall the bill pass? 
Mr. HOUSTON called for the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question received a second, and 


the main question was ordered to be put, which 


| main question was, Shall the bill pass? 


The question was then taken, and under the 
operation of the previous question, it was finally 
assed. 

Mr. DUNHAM moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the bill was passed, and to lay the mo- 
| tion to reconsider upon the table, which latter 


LaLLeT 


motion was agreed to. 


THE CUBAN PRISONERS. 
Mr. BAYLY. 


I move that the rules be gus. 


| pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. My object is to take up the bill for the 
relief of the Cuban prisoners. 


Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I hope the House 


| will go to the regular order of the day. 


The SPEAKER. 


The motion is a privileged 


'| one. 


The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Bayty, and it was agreed to. 

So the House resolved itself into the Commit 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Stepnens, of Georgia, in the chair.) 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the first business 


| in order was the annual message of the President 


of the United States. 
Mr. BAYLY. I move to lay that aside in or- 


| der to take up the bill I referred to just now. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


I have no objection to the 


' motion of the gentleman, but I want to know 


what is the decision of the Chair upon this ques 
tion. I understand itis regarded as in order for ‘he 
chairman, or any other member of the Committee 
on Printing, to call up the question relating to the 
printing contract with Donelson & Armstrong ® 
any time. I have no disposition to call it up. 
want to know if the Chair holds that to be aprit- 
ileged question which can be gotten rid of only °y 
unanimous consent, or that any member may 
it up? 

The CHAIRMAN. The opinion of the Chait 
is, the business before the committee should be 
taken up regularly in its order, and that a motol 
must be made to dispense with each case as It 8 
called. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I am satisfied with thet 
decision, if it is acquiesced in by the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. [fit isthe unanimousu™ 
sent of the committee, the regular order of business 
will be dispensed with, and bill 63, ‘* For \ 
relief of American citizens lately imprisoned an¢ 
pardoned by the Queen of Spain,”’ will be taken 
up. 
There was no objection. 

The Crerx read the bill as follows: 
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; The CHAIRMAN. 
*¢ understood the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 


1952. 


the relief of American citizens lately imprisoned 
and pardoned by the Queen of Spain. 

nacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

S i tnited States of America in Congress assembied, 

yw pere be, and hereby is, appropriated the sum of —— 

. ‘or so much thereof as may be necessary, out of any 

- aie the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 

a efor American ciuzens lately imprisoned and pardoned 

he Queen of Spain, and who are out of the limitsof the 

” - | States, the same to be expended under the direction 

ae ident of the United States. 


an act for 


fthe Pre 
Mr. BAYLY. I made a call upon the Admin- 
ation for an estimate of the sum which will be 


The 


strat aca . 
vessary for the relief of these prisoners. 
imate sent in is in these words: 
DEPARTMENT OF STaTe, ? 
Wasnineton, January 8, 1859. § 
ry the Hon. Tuomas H. Bayty, 
Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs: 
Sip: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
vor of the 6th instant, requesting, on behalf of the Coin- 
eon Foreign Affairs, an estimate of the sum which 
be necessary to carry into effect the President’s rec- 
_mendation in respect to the members of the Lopez ex 
vation recenuy set free in Spain In reply, | have the 
orto acquaint you that, according to the best informa 
. in p session of this Department,the number of those 
-eons is from one hundred and sixty to one htindred and 
eventy. Some expenses will probably have been incurred 
on their account prior to their release, and many of them 
wii] have required necessary clothing. This, including the 
si of their passage home, may fairly be estimated at thir- 
1 -fve dollars each. An appropriation of six thousand dol- 
us would, therefore, probably be sufficient for all these 
rposes. - 
Thave the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedi- 
ent servant, DANIEL WEBSTER. 
| move, therefore, that the blank in the bill be 
siled with **six thousand.’’ If members will look 
at the bill they will see that it is carefully drawn. 
It provides for the appropriation of dollars, 
- so much thereof as may be necessary, out of 
the money in the public Treasury not otherwise 
:ppropriated, for the relief of American citizens 
itely imprisoned and pardoned by the Queen of 
Spain, and who are cut of the limits of the United 
States, the same to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the President of the United States. I shall 


rte 
tte 


AV 


not detain the committee with any remarks in ad- | 


yoeacy of the bill. 1 think it vindicates itself. 

The question was taken upon the amendment, 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move that the committee rise 
and report the bill to the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS then obtained the floor, and 
said he would avail himself of the opportunity to 
speak upon the subject of the foreign relations of 
the country, although not perhaps directly affect- 
ing the bill before the committee. He delivered a 
general speech on the doctrine of national inter- 
vention, Which will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Ido not propose 
at this time to debate the subject of interven- 
ton. A proper opportunity will occur for that 
when we go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on the President’s message; 
after that another opportunity will occur upon a 
report which will come from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs; but what I propose now to do is, 
to ask the committee to rise and stop this debate, 
iat we may pass this bill appropriating six thou- 
nd dollars for the relief of some poor and 
leluded citizens of our own country, who have 
practically tested the expediency of intervention 
inthe affairs of a foreign country. (Laughter.] 
{move that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I wish to 
sy to the gentleman from Virginia that I desire 
‘ais bill be laid aside to be reported to the House, 
‘oenable me to take up a bill to which I wish to 
ropose an amendment. Itis a bill which will not 
provoke any discussion, and is very much needed 
'o be passed now. 


Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman from New York 


will perceive my object is to stop debate upon this 
uiyand to bring the House to action upon it at 
once. I cannot consent to have this bill laid aside. 
“itis to pass at all it should be passed at once. 
| move that the committee rise. 

Mr.CARTTER. Lhavean amendment I wish 
‘ooffer, It is this: 

Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed into 
= ‘pprobation of any interference in the domestic affairs of 
uba by any of the citizens of the United States. 
Mr. BAYLY. I rise to a question of order. 


It is this: Pending a motion to rise an amendinent 
8 hot in order. 


Mr. CARTTER. I have the floor, I believe. 


The Chair will state that 
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Barty] to make the motion that the committee 
rise and report the bill to the House. Upon which 
understanding the Chair had assigned the floor to 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Carrter] to make 
a motion. 

Mr. BAYLY. On the contrary, as soon as he 
stated that he desired to make an amendment | 
modified my resolution so as to make it a simple 
motion to rise. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair understood the 
gentleman from Virginia to move that the commit- 
tee rise and report the bill. 

Mr. BAYLY. But when the gentleman from 
Ohio gave notice that he had an amendment, I saw 
at once | could not do that, and | modified my 
motion so as to make it simply that the committee 
rise. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
put that question first. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Bayty, and it was agreed to. 

So the committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the chairman of the commit- 
tee (Mr. Srernens, of Georgia) reported that 
the Committee of the W hole upon the state of the 
Union had had the state of the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly House bill 
No. 63, being a bill for the relief of American 
citizens lately imprisoned and pardoned by the 
Queen of Spain, and had directed him to report 
that they had come to no conclusion thereon, and 
asked to be allowed to sit again. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move the usual resolution to 
stop debate upon this bill in five minutes after the 


I understand it, and will 


| committee shall have resumed its consideration. 


The question was then put and the resolution 


| was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYLY. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CARTTER. Is it in order to move an 
adjournment? Three o’clock has arrived. 

The SPEAKER, It is. 

Mr. CARTTER. Then 
House do now adjourn. 

[Cries of ** No!”’ * No!’’] 

Mr. SKELTON called the yeas and nays upon 
adjournment; which were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
adjourn, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I suggest to 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,} that 


I move that this 


| we can in this House discharge the committee 
| from the further consideration of this bill, and 


there is no necessity for the proceeding the gen- 
tleman asks for. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Only by unan- 


| mous consent. 


The SPEAKER. 
sent. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Bayty, and it was agreed to on a division of 
the House—ayes 99, noes not counted. So the 
House again resolved itself in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Sreruens, 
of Georgia, in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill No. 63. 

Mr. CARTTER. 1 offer the following amend- 
ment: 

Provided, That nothing in this act shal] be construed into 


It requires unanimous con- 


| an approbation of any interference in the domestic affairs 





of Cuba by any of the citizens of the United States. 

Mr. CARTTER. 
good faith. 

' Mr. BAYLY. I rise to a question of order. 
My question is, that the amendment is not germane 
to the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks, under 
the circumstances, that it is germane. Where in- 
dividuals convicted, according to the bill, of a vio- 
lation of the laws of Cuba, it is certainly germane 
to declare that, in the passage of this bill, we 
express no approbation of their conduct. The 
amendment is in order. 

Mr. CARTTER. The appropriation of six 


thousand dollars contemplated by this bill, is de- 


I submit that amendment in 


signed for the purpose of bringing home certain 


men who have violated the neutrality laws of this 


country and the national sovereignty of a foreign 
| Power. 


Our own laws are either at fault, or this 
appropriation ought to be made, under the cir- 


| cumstances, to promote the efficiency of those 


laws. If the proposition were to expend money 
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against it. The reason why we vote this amount 
is because it is regarded as a sort of political 
offence, and those who have violated the neutr lity 
laws are entitled to considerations that relate to 
political offences alone. Ll consider it important to 
the integrity of your own laws, important to the 
national integrity of this Government, that while 
we extend this relief from the dictates of human- 
ity, we should throw around these laws a signifi- 
cance which will preserve their force. Buta few 
years since and we had this filibusterian expedi- 
tion upon our northern frontier, and citizens of the 
United States were led to the scaffold and into the 
prisons of the provinces of Canada, or were trans- 
ported to Van Diemen’s Land, to drag out their 
imprisonment there. When they were released 
by the clemency of the British Government, you 
heard nothing about expending money from the 
public Treasury to bring them back to the United 
States. They were compelled to drag themselves 
back here with the assistance of benevolent for 
elgners. 

{Here the hammer fell. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the hour fixed by the 
House for the termination of debate had arrived. 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Chairman, | desire— 

Mr. BAYLY. I have the rivht, after the de- 
bate has closed—having reported the bill—to be 
heard one hour under the rules. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chairman recognized 
the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Evans|—not 
knowing what motion he had to submit. 

Mr. EVANS. I rise tor the purpose of offer- 
ing an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia is in order under the rules. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I had supposed that the 
rentleman was entitled to his hour after all amend 
ments had been considered in the Committee of 
the Whole. 

The CHAIRMAN. He is entitled to his hour 
after the time fixed for the termination of the de 
bate. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Gentlemen need not 
suppose Lam going to occupy an hour. I shall 
not occupy more than five minutes. I hope the 
bill may pass. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
CartTTer| seems to think that our making provis- 
ion to bring these prisoners home, ts an approbation 
of their conduct. Now, let me give the gentleman 
a simple illustration, which will, | am sure, refute 
his argument at once. It is the law of Virginia, 
and | presume the law of Ohio, that when the 
courts send a man to the penitentiary, and incar 
cerate him there until the expiration of his term 
of punishment, or until he is pardoned, there shall 
be paid to him money sufficient to get him other 
clothes than those worn in the penitentiary, and 
to carry him home. This is the law, I presume, 
in all ofthe States. Itis a matter of sheer human- 
ity, and I take it for granted that it is the same in 
all of the States. After we have punished a man 
—after he has expiated his offence—is it a crime 
toafford him money to get back home? ‘The sim- 
ple statement is a refutation of the proposition. 
But the gentleman from Ohio says further, that if 
we have power to appropriate these $6,000 to 
bring home these Cuban prisoners from Spain, 
we have authority to appropriate money to carry 
home the convicts from State penitentiaries that 
may be turned out. Now, we would have no 
authority under the Constitution to appropriate this 
money were these men in our own territory. It 
is because they are in foreign countries, because it 
is a matter pertaining to our foreign relations that 
we have the power to appropriate this money. It 
is the distinction that Mr. Madison took. It is 
the distinction that Mr. Calhoun took in voting 
for the bill for the relief of the sufferers at Ca- 
racas. 

As to that Caracas affair, I always doubted 
the constitutionality of it, because it was for the 
relief of foreigners and not American citizens. 
When our citizens are within the limits of any 
of the States, the General Government has noth- 
ing to do with them. They are under the juris- 
diction of the separate States, and it is for the States 
to take care of them; but when they are beyond 
the limits of the United States, they are under the 
protection of our Government, and it is our duty 
to take care of them. It is for that reason we 
have appropriated annually from the foundation 
of the Government to this time a sum of money 


to deliver your penitentiaries, all would vote || to relieve disabled and sick seamen in foreign 
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countries; but no one will maintain we havea right 
to make an appropriation to relieve 

Mr. CARTTER. I wish to inguire, in all se- 
riousness, if the gentleman puts disabled seamen 
as a tender against the neutrality laws of the 
United States and against 

Mr. BAYLY. I am now speaking of our 
power. ‘The gentleman denied our authority to 
make the appropriation. 

Mr. CARTIER. No; I did not. [am will- 
ing to vote for your bill, if you will save your 
laws. 

Mr. BAYLY. If I had understood the gentle- 
man was not denying our authority, I should not 
have spoken upon that point. I say that it is 
precisely because these people are beyond the 
limits of the United States; that they are not under 
ihe protection of any State government—they 
are by our Constitution emphatically under the 
protection of the National Government. Wehave 
the authority to grant them that relief which, were 
they in the States, the State governments would 
have to extend. That is the distinction. 

Mr. MEADE. Lask my colleague to give me 
information upon this point: Are these prisoners 
sill in Spain, or on their way to the United States, 
and at whose expense? 

Mr. BAYLY. We have no information upon 
that point. They probably are sull in Spain. 
They are certainly there unless some charitable 
siip-m uster is bringing them here, or unless the 
fAueen of Spain is sending them home. If the 
(Lueen of Spain was sending them home, it would 
be only decent and proper in us, before we have 
that information, to make an appropriation for 
their relief. We only appropriate so much as 
may be necessary for their relief, and we hold the 
President accountable for the manner in which he 
expends the money. Ishall not detain the House 
further. [ hope the bill may pass. 

Mr. POLK submittted the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 

Nor in any way imply a disposition onthe part of this 
Touse, to violate the principle imbodied in the Farewell 
Address of President Washington, by eneouraging the opin 
jou that our Government will interfere in the allairs of Eu- 
ropean powers. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment rejected, 

Mr. CARTTER demanded tellers upon his 
amendment; which were ordered, and Messrs. 
Meacuam and Cartter were appointed. 

‘The question was then taken upon the amend- 


ment to the bill, and the tellers reported that there | 


were—ayes 79, noes 58. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr.CAMPBELL, of Ohio. [propose to amend; 


and have only a word to say, and for the purpose 
ef getting an opportunity to say it, I move to add 
to the bill an appropriation of $500 to the widow 
and children of Sicasemonl Crittenden, who was 
shot down at Havana. 

Mr. ORR. I rise to a question of order. The 
proposition of the gentleman from Ohio is not ger- 
mane to the bill under consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair so decides. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I then move to 
strike out ** $6,000” and insert ** $100.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that the amendment is not in order, inasmuch 
as ** $6,000°’ was put in by the committee. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I will add *€ $500,’ making || 


it ** $6,500. 7’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that theamountcannot bechanged. Thecom- 
mittee have filled the blank. , 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will make this motion: 
** that the Secretary of State be authorized to make 
the disbursement of the fund.’’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair suggests that 
the gentleman had better strike out ‘‘ under the 
direction of the Presidenwof the United States,’’ 
and insert * under an agent to be appointed by the 
President of the United States.’’ 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I have no copy of the bill 
before me, but will make a motion thus to amend 
it. I desire simply to say that I am opposed to 
this bill, and shall so vote when the question is 
taken on its passage. I was in favor of he amend- 
ment of my colleague excluding the inference that 
we indorsed the Cuban enterprise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair calls the gen- 
tleman to order. He must confine his remarks to 
the amendment he offered. 


THE CO 


| offered. 
to-day. 


| to have 





| Mr. CAM PBELL. If the rules are to be en- 


forced more strictly than they ever have been 
before, why, of course, | will submit. I am a 


law-abiding man, and desire to conform to the | 


rules, 


| Cries of **Go on!”’ ** Go on 199) 


1 should have been done before this if I had been 


| allowed to go on. 


Mr. ORR. The rule has been enforced with 


| equal strictness upon other gentlemen. 
‘The gentleman in his re- | 


The CHAIRMAN. 


marks must confine himself to the amendment he 


Mr. CAMPBELL. After having this decision 


| of the Chair, | will prove my disposition to obey 
| the law and shall not insist upon debating the 
| amendment. 
| ful disbursement of the fund if appropriated, I 
| have as much confidence in the officer (the Presi- 
| dent) selected already by the bill, as in the Secre- 
| tary of State. 


Besides, | confess that for the faith- 


j 1 will withdraw the amendment. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I would inquire 


| whether it would be in order to move to strike out 
| all after the enacting clause? 


The CHAIRMAN. It will be, if the gentle- 


man oifers to Insert something. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I make the motion, then, 


| to strike out all after the enacting clause, and in- 


sert an appropriation of 000 to the widow and 


| children of Lieutenant Crittenden. 


Mr. POLK. I would ask the gentleman from 
Ohio if Lieutenant Crittenden was married? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I don’t know whether he 
was or not, and | don’t care much, as my chief 


| purpose is to raise my voice against this bill in a 


five minutes’ speech—this being the last chance. 


will add on that point, that I regard it as a great 
loss if a man of such indomitable bravery and 


| courage as Lieutenant Crittenden, in his dying 
| hour, showed he possessed, whatever might have 
He ought | 
I am opposed to | 


been his follies, was not married. 
left some children. 
this bill, because it provides an appropriation 


| of a large amount of money out of the public 
| Treasury, to bring back to the United States those 
| who are admitted by the chairman who reports 
| the bill, to have been criminals—to bring back | 
| those who are acknowledged to have violated our 
| laws, and to have put in jeopardy the peace of | 
| friendly nations. 
application of the funds of the public ‘Treasury to 
There are very many excel- | 


1 am not in favor of making an 


any such purpose. 
lent citizens of the West who, in pursuing an honest 
business—in carrying on lawful trade—in going 


rivers, Which the strict constructionists of this 


Hiouse could not consent to have taken out. They 


were left there far away from their homes and | 


friends, without the means of returning to them. 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I would ask the 
gentleman why Ohio did not provide for them? 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Because our people never 
ask or expect to be relieved from such inconveni- 
ences by their Government. They rely upon 
the labor of their hard hands and the impulses of 
their bold hearts for relief. These very men who 


| through misfortune were deprived of the means of 
returning to their families, never dreamed of call- 
| ing on the national Government for help. 


‘*worked their passages’? homeward, as dec 


hands and firemen on steamboats; and if we com- 


a honest people, who are loyal citizens, to do this, | 


ask, what power have we—what right have we— 


| what reason have we, to take the very money 


I may be permitted to say, that such an | 
application of the rule has never been made. 


Such was the decision of the committee 
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i 
| 


| Ifhe was never married there will be no money to | 
| be paid under my amendment, if it prevails. I | 


| to New Orleans with produce, for instance, have | 
| met with misfortunes upon our western waters, | 
| resulting from the snags in the Mississippi and other | 


| _ San, 28, 
and their country, and in direct violation f the 
laws of the land—in the face, too, of the ve! the 
and friendly warning which the President of 
United States had given them by his ptoclama: the 
And yet, forsooth, we propose, after they se ae 
a ride over the salt water, to heroize and oan 
them, to pay their wine bill, &c., and thet han 
should travel back at the public expense, ~ an 

Mr. PENN. How does the 
to get them back? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I have no particular de. 
sire about their coming back until they eq 
enough to pay their expenses, and are thorous} i 
reformed. Let them work their passage, as Done 
est people do, who are away from home wicked 
money. Let them act as firemen upon 4 
steamers—let them black the boots of the 
gers, if they 
before. 

Mr. PENN. How will you clothe them> 

Mr. CAMPBELL. [I understand the Queen 
of Spain has already clothed them; if not ‘le 
them do it in the same honest way, by the labes 
of their hands and sweat of their brows. 

Mr. PENN. They have no clothes, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. They will have to coms 
naked, then, because we have no power to clothe 
the poor and distressed out of the national Trea 
sury 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. STUART. Iam greatly surprised at the 
position of the gentleman from Ohio, [| Mr. Cayp. 
BELL.] [am not less surprised at the course of 
his remarks than to learn the source from which 
he ever drew his doctrine. Is any such doc. 
trine taught upon the face of the earth? | ask 
the gentleman, beginning with the time when the 
Saviour came to this world, and coming down tp 
the present time, to tell me, whether he has ever 
read of doctrines such as he has uttered here to- 
day? I am aware that the Government of the 
United States, through its Executive branch, 
went too far—greatly too far—when it proclaimed 
in advance that these men were outlaws and 
pirates, and thus furnished the Cuban and Span. 
ish powers with grounds for treating them as 
pirates—to be considered as beyond and outside of 
our treaty obligations, and hence not entitled to 
the privileges of American citizens. 

But, sir, has itcome to this, that we rise herein 
our places and say, that fellow-citizens who have 
been thus unfortunate are to be brought back to 
their homes, to their firesides, to their friends, to 
their parents, hungry, naked, outside of humanity, 
outside of the protection even of God himself! If 


gentleman Propose 


ut 
your 
Passep. 


please, as better men have oftey done 
’ 


| that doctrine is to be carried out 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Will the gentle- 
man allow me a word of explanation? 

Mr. STUART. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman must not 
understand me as having, as an individual, no 
feeling of sympathy with these unfortunate men, 
who, having been misguided, may have been 
placed in a situation of this character. So far as 
I might aid a fellow man in that situation—in 
misery and want—l would doubtless, as an indi- 
vidual, be willing to go just as far as the gentle- 
man from Michigan to relieve him by my ind 
vidual means; but when the proposition is, to vole 
out of the national Treasury a fund for such apur- 
pose, I say that we have no power to appro 
priate the money of the people to alleviate even 
the distresses of those who, in honest and lawful 


|| pursuits, are reduced to nakedness and want, 


aan 


which they have earned in part, and placed in | 


your Treasury, and over which we are their | 
chosen guardians, and appropriate it to the benefit | 
| of those who are acknowledged to be criminals | 
It seems to me that is |! 


before the whole world? 
carrying the matter a little too far; and for one, 
though I may stand solitary and alone, I go 


against this whole system, which glorifies and | 


pays for violations of law, at the expenseof indus- 
trious, innocent poverty. These men are there— 
let them get back upon their own resources. It 
was a voluntary actof their own when they went 
to Cuba. 


They went there with a full knowledge | 
of the dangers to which they subjected themselves | 


| to this question of power before. 


much less to pay such a reward for a violation ol 


| the established law of the land. 


Mr. STUART. The gentleman did not come 
He did not 
argue his amendment before the committee upol 
the question of power. He never alluded to, 
and | only rose—as 1 am averse at all times 1 
detain the House—to repel such positions as he 
assumed in his remarks. 

Mr. CAMPBELL then withdrew his ament- 
ment. 

Mr. EVANS moved to amend the bill by add- 
ing thereto the following: 

Provided, That the President of the United States shall 


send no ship of war for the purpose of bringing back these 
prisoners. 


Mr. E. said: [ take it that if a ship of war wa 
sent to Spain to bring back these prisoners, ut 
would be deemed an act of intervention on the 
part of this Government. Gentlemen see that 


. 
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